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On a cloudy Saturday morning in address by Diann Rust-Tierney,

2008, 120 students and professors Executive Director of the National

from across the state gathered at  Coalition to Abolish the Death

FALL 2009

Following the keynote address,
the conference will feature work-
shops conducted by local organizers

Middle Tennessee State University tBenalty (NCADP). Since 2004, Rustand experts including, “Death
attend the TADP Student Conferenc€ierney has directed the NCADP’s Penalty 101" led by Stacy Rector;
on the Death Penalty. As a result of program and its 100 affiliates seekintMental lliness and the Death

this conference, students became to change public policy on the deathPenalty” led by Dixie Gamble of the

educated and energized to organize
actions and events on their respecti
campuses. Students and Methodist
campus minister, Jodi McCullah,
organized such an event at Austin
Peay University, featuring death ron Sye=§
exoneree, Juan Melendez. This eve &&= }
led to the creation of a Clarksville =
TADP chapter. _
TADP is holding its next student |
conference on Saturday, February 6;
2010, with a goal of 150 attendees. penalty Before coming to NCADP,
This year Amnesty International is Rust-Tierney was Director of the
joining TADP to host the conferenceAmerican Civil Liberties Union
in order to reach even more student€apital Punishment Project from
The day will start with a keynote 1991-2004.

Every year TADP supporters
write letters to their legislators
advocating for changes to the current
death penalty system. The 2009
effort saw 15 write-a-thons statewide
including write-a-thons in Memphis,

Nashville, Chattanooga, Knoxuville,
Bristol, Clarksville, Sewanee,
Murfreesboro, and McKenzie. Over
300 Tennesseans participated and
1,200 letters were sent.
Throughout the month of March,
TADP holds write-a-thons statewide
to commemorate International Death
Penalty Abolition Day on March 1st.write-a-thon serve as powerful

penalty.
Successful campaigns like the

National Alliance on Mental lliness
and Denver Schimming; and
“Sharing Our Stories: Murder
Victims’ Families Speak” led by a
Nashville attorney and murder vic-
tim’s family member, Shane Truett.

In the afternoon, Amnesty will
provide an informational session on
the Georgia case of Troy Davis, and
TADP will offer an advocacy
training.

For up-to-date information on the
conference and registration, go to:
www.tcask.org/student conference.
All who register and attend will get a
free t-shirt!

thons, TADP will hold its annual
Justice Day on the Hill on March 23,
2010, bringing concerned citizens to
Nashville for face-to-face meetings
with their legislators. These meetings
allow TADP supporters to educate
lawmakers on the problems with the
death penalty and to ask for repeal.
Please save the date and join
TADP on March 23rd at the Capitol
in Nashville. Justice Day lobby
trainings will be held statewide to
prepare participants for Justice Day
on the Hill. TADP will inform you of
the trainings as they are scheduled.

The origins of this day date back to demonstrations that Tennesseans af@ontact Denver Schimming at
1847 when Michigan became a U.S.committed to dismantling the brokendenver@tcask.org for more

state, and with its first official act of death penalty system.
legislation, repealed the death

In conjunction with the Write-a-

information.
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Dear Friends,

After years of discussion, members of the Essae
Coalition to Abolish State Killing officially votetb become
Tennesseans for Alternatives to the Death PenBi&pP) on
October 6, 2009. This decision marks a pivotal manrethe
movement to abolish the death penalty in Tenne3g&BP
hopes our new name will provide Tennesseans witiore
complete picture of who we are as an organizabaiid bridges
with other organizations and unusual allies, amimd citizens
that Tennesseans can demand accountability faentiakime
without the use of the death penalty.

Recently, TADP organizer, Denver Schimming] &had the
honor of joining colleagues for a national meeim@enver, Colorado. During our time ther
| was reminded of just how much progress has besferin the movement this past year:

New Mexico abolished the death penalty
Maryland gutted its death penalty system makiniggtnarrowest in the nation
North Carolina enacted a groundbreaking Racialchigtct

Connecticut passed repeal legislation through hotlses of its legislature with bi-partisgn

support, including a whopping 90-56 vote in the k®u

Montana passed repeal legislation through its 8enat

Colorado passed repeal legislation through its E@uml came within one vote of passa
in the Senate

New Hampshire passed repeal legislation througHatsse and enacted a study
commission to review the death penalty in the state

Kansas and lllinois both passed repeal legislahoough one committee

And in Tennessee, the Study Committee on dmiAistration of the Death Penalty

acknowledged in its final report that the systemrifair, costly, and risks the execution of ag

innocent person. The Study Committee made impore@mmendations to the legislature
about ways to make the system more fair and aacwiaich TADP and our partners will
continue to address. This year TADP also celebratedof the greatest victories in its histor
the dropping of all charges against Paul Gregornyddpmaking him the 132nd exoneree in
nation and the second in Tennessee after Micha€lavfuick.

Friends, we know that there are more difficlalys ahead. The state moved forward with
Steve Henley’s execution in February and has sdeeédhe execution of Cecil Johnson on
December 2nd. But even though the grim realityxafcations in our state continues to loon
large, the tide is slowly turning. Working togethee will achieve abolition in Tennessee.
Each of us has a part to play in making our missiogality. Thank you for your willingness
join with us.

In peace,

Stacy Rector
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Hello friends of TADP! My name  The opportunity to work with through the YAV program and more
is Diana Stapp, and | am TADP’s TADP and the movement to abolishspecifically about my experiences in
newest volunteer organizer. the death penalty is an exciting one Tucson and in Nashville. | hope to

Originally from Washington Statdor me. My background includes  educate high school students about
and more recently Tucson, Arizona,many direct service experiences, buthe possibilities of service-learning
| have relocated to Nashville to do athis year will provide an invaluable while also educating them on the
second year of volunteer service  opportunity to work for systemic  problems with Tennessee’s death
through the Presbyterian Church  change through education, organiz-penalty, inspiring them to get

(USA) Young Adult Volunteer ing, and advocacy. | am excited to involved.
(YAV) program. learn new skills and to be a part of

Upon graduation from Whitworthteam committed to just policies.
University in May of 2008, | ac- Over the next few months | will

cepted a position in Tucson throughbe planning TADP’s annual student
the YAV program. | spent ayear conference to be held February 6,
working at Southside Presbyterian 2010, at MTSU. We hope to increase
Church, serving people who are  participation this year to 150 partici-
homeless or immigrants through thepants. Currently, the other staff and |
church’s homeless and day labor are speaking to students across the
center ministries. This year of directstate from Memphis to Bristol in
service was an insightful experiencegrder to sign them up!

and through it, | decided to serve Another focus of my year at
another year through the YAV TADP will be outreach to local
program to further discern my futureyouth groups. I will focus on the
vocation. ways young people can serve
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Hello TADP supporters and Life-wide variety of disabilities. becoming more knowledgeable
line readers!My name is Monica Around 10 years ago, | was about the system in order to become
Scarlett, and | am TADP’s most enlightened by a friend as to the  more effective advocates for their
recent addition. injustice of the death penalty. loved ones. The manual will also

| am a graduate intern from the Though | have had no prior include helpful information about the

University of Tennessee College of involvement with TADP, I've long  prison system to assist families in

Social Work. I've lived in Nashville been aware of the cause. When theunderstanding prison procedures and

since 1989 and completed my undeopportunity arose for me to be visitation policy.

graduate degree in social work at considered for practicum placement | am proud to be able to be on the

Middle Tennessee State University at TADP, | was very excited. front lines of abolition in 2009/

in 1991. I will be working to assist Stacy, 2010. Thanks for your support.
Since then | have worked 17 Denver, and Diana on several

years in direct service with adults projects. In addition to doing

who have severe and persistent menutreach and organizing among

tal illnesses. | currently work for a  students, specifically students in

local non-profit agency on an inten-social work programs, | also will

sive case management team and embark on an independent project

serve as the vocational/educational before my placement here ends

specialist to our consumers. during the last week of April. For
In addition to direct service, |  that project, | will be working on

worked 2 years for a grant funded creating a user-friendly manual for

program that provided supported families who are navigating the

employment training and capital trial process.

consultation services to Tennessee  Because information is power,

agencies who serve adults with a  this manual will assist families in
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In 2006, U.S. Supreme Court  showing that none of the evidence just as the commission was set to
Justice Antonin Scalia stated that inthat convicted Willingham was valid.hear from Beyler in late September,

the modern era there has not bean “ Texas Governor Rick Perry abruptly
single case—not one—in which it is removed three of its members, in-
clear that a person was executed for cluding the chairman, who stated that
a crime he did not commit. If such an he felt pressure from the governor's
event had occurred in recent years, office because it was unhappy over
we would not have to hunt for it; the how the Willingham probe was pro-
innocent’s name would be shouted ceeding.
from the rooftops.TADP joins with In Tennessee, Michael McCor-
the National Coalition to Abolish the mick and Paul House fought their
Death Penalty to shout that name: wrongful convictions for over 20
Cameron Todd Willingham. year each before they were finally
Willingham was executed in released from death row. TADP

Texas in 2004 for an arson fire that In mid-August, a Texas commis- strives to educate Tennesseans about

killed his three children, convicted sion's own expert, noted fire scientisthe continued risks of executing

on the testimony of forensic scien- Craig Beyler, issued a scathing reparnocent people, empowering them

tists and a jailhouse informant. stating that investigators in this caseto speak out to change this policy. To
A recent investigative report by had no scientific basis for claiming learn more about this campaign and

David Grann ofThe New Yorker arson and ignored evidence that corfiiow you can shout from the rooftops,

deconstructs every aspect of this cagadicted their theory. Unfortunately,visit www.ncadp.org
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In October 2008, a group of deemed “mentally competent”to  a punishment as severe as death.
individuals sat down at a table to- face execution, a person is only Since this decision was made,
gether in San Antonio to have a confrequired to know that he/she is goingnany mental health and legal profes-
versation. At this table, family mem-to be executed and why. sionals have asserted that the same

bers of persons murdered by those In Ford v. Wainwright (1986), thelogic also applies to people suffering
with severe mental illness sat down U.S. Supreme Court determined thatvith severe mental iliness at the time
with family members of persons witHinflicting the death penalty upon a their crimes were committed. To
severe mental illness who have beeprisoner who is insanetiolates the date, the Court has not taken up the
executed. This conversation markedU.S. Constitution. However, it is constitutionality of this issue

the launch of a project conceived estimated that 5-10% of death row Connecticut is the only state that
when the National Alliance on inmates suffer from serious mental has passed such legislation, though
Mental lllness (NAMI) and Murder illness(Mental Health America’s this exemption has been rarely ap-
Victims’ Families for Human Rights “Position Statement 54: Death Penalty plied. Other states are working on
(MVFHR) joined together to bring a and People with Mental lliness”). legislative campaigns, and North
new perspective to the debate con-  In the 2002 Atkins v. Virginia  Carolina successfully moved legisla-
cerning the execution of those indi- decision, the Court ruled that the  tjon to exempt those with severe
viduals suffering from the most execution of those with mental mental illness from the death penalty
severe mental illnesses. retardation is unconstitutional and inprior to the end of this year's session.

International law clearly outlaws 2005, the Court deemed the execu-  Thanks to NAMI and MVFHR for
the execution of persons with mentalion of juveniles to be unconstitu-  joining together to provide such a
illness. Virtually every country in thetional as well. The Court affirmed  powerful report. To get a copy of this
world prohibits the execution of ~ that because these individuals exhibjgport, go to:
those who are considered “insane.” reduced judgment, understanding, www.murdervictimsfamilies.org
However, our legal understanding ofind self-control (compared with oth-
mental iliness has not kept pace witt¢rs convicted of murder), they lack
our medical know|edge_ ThUS, to be the level of CUlpablllty that warrants
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TADP is a proud member of communities face, such as hunger, Community Shares, contact Stacy
Community Shares, formed in 1985 health care, domestic violence, Rector at stacy@tcask.org.
to give employees a choice in how education, and environmental issues.
in how they spend their charitable TADP welcomes Tracey Hawk,
dollars in workplace giving the new Community Shares Coordi-
campaigns. Community Shares nator for Middle Tennessee. Tracey
funds more than 50 nonprofit, grassdis already hard at work to access new
roots organizations, all of which workplaces and raise awareness
work to address the root causes of about Community Shares. If your
problems that we as individuals andworkplace is interested in joining
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On April 8, 2002, Ray Krone waswill speak about his ordeal and his Krone and Rector will speak at First
released from an Arizona prison Presbyterian Church in Cookeville
after being incarcerated for more engaging local faith communities, as
than a decade, some of which was well as members of the Tennessee
spent on death row. DNA finally Tech campus in order to educate
cleared his name. Prior to his arrest participants about the real risk of
in December 1991, Krone had no executing an innocent person with
criminal record, had been honorably the continued use of the death
discharged from the military, and had penalty in Tennessee.
worked for the postal service for At 1:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
seven years. December 2, the same day that Krone

With his release, Krone become will speak in Tennessee, the state is
the 100th person to be exonerated planning for the execution of Cecll
from death row in the United States Johnson. Johnson’s attorneys are
and the twelfth to be exonerated working to prevent this execution
because of postconviction DNA opposition to the death penalty. and have requested that TADP not
testing. To date, the number of exonReverend Stacy Rector, director of activate its supporters on the case
erees stands at 139, including TADP, will join Krone for the pres- until asked to do so. TADP is
Michael McCormick and Paul entation speaking to the theological currently planning vigils to be held
House of Tennessee. implications of the death penalty as around the state for the evening of

On Wednesday, December 2nd,well as to the current state of the  December 1st if the execution moves
at 10:00 a.m., Belmont University indeath penalty in Tennessee. forward. Please check the website at
Nashville will host Ray Krone, who Later that evening at 6:30 p.m., www.tcask.org for more details.
Chattanooga Cookeville Crossville Jackson
Gale lles Hector Black Joyce House Patsy Turner
423-425-2241 931-268-9889 931-707-1609 731-423-3269
gale-iles@utc.edu hblack1925@fastmail.fm johouse@citlink.net
Student Caucus McKenzie Memphis Nashville
Mary Findley Stacie Freeman Amy Howe Lauren Brown
mfindle3@utk.edu 731-352-4254 901-482-1213 615-557-3499

freemans@bethel-college.edu rhowel@comcast.net lauren@tcask.org
Sewanee Knoxville Clarksville Murfreesboro
Leslie Lytle Mary Findley Rev. Jodi McCullah Amy Sayward
931-592-6594 mfindle3@utk.edu 615-347-9071 615-898-2569
sllytle@blomand.net jodimccullah@charter.net asayward@mtsu.edu
Interested in forming a local TADP chapter? Call us at (615) 256-3906 to learn more.
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TADP was featured at Amnesty  murder of her brother, Ken, in the  have him here!" And indeed, Paul
International’s Death Penalty Aware-Oklahoma City bombing. Her anger Gregory House, the 132nd exoneree
ness Week at Vanderbilt University and pain were palpable, but equally in the nation and the second in
September 28-October 1. The week strong, was her conviction that Tennessee, was at the panel sitting
kicked off with the showing ofAt Timothy McVeigh's execution did near his mother in his wheelchair.
Death House Doora documentary  nothing to bring her peace. In fact, shdouse was released from death row in
focused on Carroll Pickett, the formerstated that McVeigh's execution only2008 and all charges against him were

Chaplain for the Texas Department of finally dropped in May 2009.
Corrections, and his relationship with Ron McAndrew captivated the
inmate, Carlos De Luna, executed in audience with his journey from war-
1989, though questions lingered about den of Florida State Prison and strong
his guilt. Shane Truett, a local death penalty supporter to a consultant
attorney, also shared the story of his now working out his pain by talking
brother’'s murder and his painful about his experiences and sharing his
journey from ardent death penalty opposition to the death penalty. His
supporter to opponent. story is a reminder of the toll that

On October 22, nearly 120 people executions take on prison staff.
turned out on a rainy Memphis eve- Stacy Rector connected all the sto-
ning to attend/oices on the Death ries to the current situation in Tennes-
Penalty: A Dialogue from the Front see as well as shared some of her own

Lines,sponsored by Rhodes College painful experience with Steve Henley,
and the Memphis chapter of TADP. executed in Tennessee in February.

For over an hour, attendees heardcreated more victims—his family whoT he event was so successful that
stories of those who have been di- had done nothing wrong. TADP hopes to replicate it across the
rectly affected by the death penalty Joyce House opened her presentatate. Thanks to our Memphis chapter
and their opposition to this public poltion saying, “When | have done suchand to Rhodes College, particularly
icy. Kathy Kent, a Memphis public  presentations in the past, | always Chaplain Walt Tennyson, for making
defender, shared her gut-wrenching carried a picture of Paul with me.  this extraordinary event a reality.
story of loss and healing following theNow, | don't have a picture because |

Paul and Joyce House with Stacy Rector

# %# # # -# "o & %

Kentucky is famous for its bluegrassd Professor Howard Zehr. This  Award. Other recipients will include:
music, the Kentucky Derby, and as tlmnference will place the death penalew Mexico Governor Bill Richard-
birthplace of heavyweight boxing  within a larger criminal justice contexson and Representative Gail Chasey;
champion Muhammad Ali. From by educating attendees about best New Mexico Coalition to Repeal the
January 14-17, 2010, Louisville will practices for organizing repeal effortdDeath Penalty; Anthony Amsterdam,
also host the largest national gatherirsg that society can better prevent an®NYU Professor of Law; and country
of death penalty abolitionists in the respond to violent crimes. music artist, Steve Earle.
country, when the National Coalition ~ The crown jewel of the NCADP Online registration is available until
to Abolish the Death Penalty holds itgonference is the annual awards dindemuary 15, 2010. The advance
2010 Conference and Dinner at the recognizing the successes of leaderscionference registration fee (prior to
Seelbach Hilton Hotel. The conferendke field. In 2010, NCADP will honor Nov. 24) is again $175 and $100 for
theme,Training for the Long Run -- two Kentucky leaders. Carl Wedekindtudents and seniors. Please note:
Building Bridges to Wider Audiencesmember of the Kentucky Coalition to Special rates are available for NCADP
reflects efforts to broaden the base oAbolish the Death Penalty’s Board ofAffiliates registering 8 or more
support for ending capital punishmenbDirectors, will receive the Special  individuals together. Please contact
and will explore this theme through Recognition Award, and the Kentucktacy Rector (stacy@tcask.org) before
speeches from renowned figures, in-Office of Public Advocacy, repre-  November 20th if you are interested in
cluding: Sister Helen Prejean; Barry sented by Edward Monahan, will be attending with TADP.

W. Lynn; Dr. Charles J. Ogletree, Jr.presented with the Legal Service
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Clarksville: Knoxville Memphis:

A clergy breakfast for local clergy  The TADP staff met with several The Memphis TADP chapter worked
was organized by TADP, with the  Knoxville clergy to plan a breakfast with Rhodes College to organize the
assistance of Reverend Meg Flanag@&vent for local clergy to educate thenvoices on the Death Penalignel on

to educate clergy about the program-on TADP and on upcoming initiativesOctober 22 with 120 people in

ming possibilities that TADP offers to attendance. Rev. Amy Howe and
churches. Stacy Rector also led a The Knoxville TADP chapter meets Rev. Joe Porter, both TADP board
discussion concerning strategies for regularly and is planning to host members, helped to organize a clergy

clergy to engage divisive issues and Shane Truett, a murder victim’s breakfast in Memphis to educate
how to activate congregations to getfamily member in th&.0.S. program,Memphis clergy about the work of
more involved. in January 2010 to provide an altern&-ADP.

tive voice to local students and the
The Clarksville chapter met and is  wider community. The Memphis chapter meets regularly
planning a speaking event with a and continues to participate in regular
national speaker to be held at AustinThe chapter is also planning a vigil faign holding. The chapter is planning
Peay State University (APSU) in the upcoming execution. a vigil for the upcoming execution.

February or March 2010.

Nashville Chattanooga: McKenzie:

Vanderbilt University hosted Death Denver Schimming traveled to Denver Schimming spoke to
Penalty Awareness week, including Chattanooga to speak to classes at theciology classes at Bethel College.
the documentarpt the Death House Girl's Preparatory School. All classes were taught by Professor
Door, accompanied by a panel discus- Stacie Freeman.

sion; a presentation by Shane TruettTADP also planned a house party for
through the S.0.S. program; and  November 10th in Chattanooga to  TADP is working with the Bethel
letter writing on campus. reach out to local citizens who may College Arete (Social Science
not be active with TADP but who  Society) to plan a campus event for
Diana Stapp made presentations to want to learn about the problems witthe spring semester.
Presbyterian youth groups including the death penalty and how to get more
Westminster, Trinity, and Second involved.
Presbyterian churches.

In August, TADP held an event to
engage murder victims families at
Trinity UCC, featuring Renny
Cushing, director of MVFHR.

The chapter is planning a vigil for the
scheduled execution.
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