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After serving 22 years on Court. The Court concluded that, for DNA testing, including a hair
Tennessee’s death row, Paul House'this is the rare case where—had théound in the victim’s hand as well as
Is now a free man. On May 12, 2009ury heard all the conflicting testi-  fingernail scrapings. House’'s DNA
District Attorney Paul Phillips mony—lt is more likely than not thatwas not a match.
dropped all charges against him m¢ TCASK Executive Director, Stacy
ing House the 132nd person to be ' Rector stated, “Since 2000, when
released from death row nationwide . Tennessee resumed executions, our
when evidence of innocence ¥ state has executed 5 people and has
emerged. His is the second death ' now released 2 from death row, both
exoneration in Tennessee. of whom spent over 20 years each

House was convicted of the 198 fighting their convictions. These
rape and murder of Carolyn Munce tragic mistakes indicate that this
in Union County. DNA testing later system is fatally flawed and cannot
raised doubt as to House’s guilt, ag be trusted to execute only the guilty.
did tainted blood evidence and When we have alternatives like life
numerous witness statements. Yet, without parole, the risk of executing
the state actively worked to keep any an innocent person is not one our
evidence of House's innocence out oo reasonable juror viewing the state should take.”
the courts, costing taxpayers preciouscord as a whole would lack TCASK thanks all of you whose
dollars and House precious time.  reasonable doubt.” support of TCASK's “Free Paul

In 2006, House’s federal public Just this year, District Attorney House” campaign over the past few
defender, Stephen Kissinger, arguedPhillips submitted physical evidenceyears helped to finally secure
his case before the U.S. Supreme in the state’s possession since 1985House’s freedom.

Joyce and Paul House

With the stroke of a pen, been a firm believer in the death  office as Governor of the State of
Governor Bill Richardson made Newpenalty as ajust punlshment —in  New Mexico, | started to challenge
Mexico the second state to legisla- my own thinking on the death
tively abolish the death penalty sing penalty...

1965, following abolition in New Regardless of my personal

Jersey in December 2007. After opinion about the death penalty, | do

much organizing and advocacy wo not have confidence in the criminal

by the New Mexico Coalition to Re justice system as it currently

peal the Death Penalty, Richardso operates to be the final arbiter when

signed House Bill 285 finally ending g / 5 it comes to who lives and who dies

the death penalty in that state. The . for their crime. If the State is going

following is a portion of a statemeni« - = —”“ to undertake this awesome

from Governor Richardson: Gov. Bill Richardson Signing Repeal responsibility, the system to impose
this ultimate penalty must be perfect

Today marks the end of a long, very rare instances, and only for theand can never be wrong.
personal journey for me and the most heinous crimes. | still believe  But the reality is the system is not
issue of the death penalty. that.

Throughout my adult life, | have But six years ago, when | took New Mexico...Continued on Page 6
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Dear Friends,

Below is a reprint of Stacy Rector’s blog from Redoy 9, 2009. Stacy
was Steve Henley’s visitor and friend for the dadksyears and served
as his spiritual advisor.

| have not had the time nor the energy tangiteto write anything
here before today. The past week has been one ofidlst painful and
most holy of my life, and it will take me a verynip time to deal with
all that has happened. Looking back, | guess tlirad in denial for a
very long time about Steve's possible executionel\ou have known
someone for 10 years, it just seems too increditaleone day, the state
will strap him down to a gurney and kill him.

In the days leading up to the execution, lticwred to believe that someone would
intervene...the courts, the Governor, someone wooklat all the serious problems with thig
case and stop this execution. But, no one did. gmbwas faced with helping my friend to
prepare for his death and helping his sufferingilfato endure it.

As most of you have probably now read, Steae the most at peace | had ever experie
him in the hours prior to his execution. We spéethours from 9-11 p.m. sharing stories,
talking about God's presence in suffering, readagpture, praying, and sharing the Lord's

hced

Supper together. When it was time for me to goirieel to hug through the bars that separgted

us, and | gave him a kiss on the cheek. | told thiat God had given me some measure of

peace by the way he was facing his death, andi¢hen® not to let this whole ordeal scar mq.
Then, a few hours later, | watched my friettdrapt to lighten the mood in the execution|

chamber as he made a joke about how pitiful wkvaked and stuck his tongue out at his ki
After his heartfelt words about his concern for 8tafford family, for the pain Fred and Edn
Stafford has gone through, and after again, asgédhis innocence as he had for 23 years,
Warden Bell said, "Proceed."”

Steve lifted his head and said, "l feel it aogd’ As his head fell back and he began to m
a loud snoring sound, | grabbed his sister sittiegt to me and reached my hand over her t

pouring out of me as | struggled and as Steve gltiedg | wanted Steve to hear those famil
and comforting words over the wailing of his kided | wanted to drown out any sound co
ing from that room where my friend was dying.

We buried Steve on Saturday at his home praGainesboro. He was buried next to his
beloved grandparents and his brother, David, wh® mardered while Steve was in prison.

put it on his son's shoulder. | closed my eyedlifgind the words of the Lord's Prayer beg?{\
i

like Steve, hope that this horrible nightmare bsipgace to the Stafford family, but | am hald
e

pressed to see how so much suffering inflictechenHenley family can possibly bring anyo
any peace.

For now, | will try to heal and remember miefrd by telling his story and through the wg
that | am doing to end this awful death penaltye Tast thing | said to Steve before the pois
flowed was, "Steve, | am never going to quit." ldesed his head with a smile and said, "l a
counting on that." Steve, none of us will quit Uttie death penalty is abolished. And yes, V|
can count on that.

In peace,

Stacy Rector
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So far my time with TCASK has educate their campuses. summer in an environment more
been quite a journey. | continue to The Clarksville TCASK Chapter conducive to dialogue. TCASK will
learn something new every day andis in the building process, educatingbring together family members of
at this point in the year am starting tand growing its constituency. To thathe executed, visitors, spiritual advi-
recognize the effects of the organiz-end, Clarksville TCASK hosted two sors, and attorneys to help families
ing and networking we have accom-events this spring including a moviestart organizing themselves and ad-
plished this year. and discussion led by Stacy and mevocating for their own needs.

The Nashville Student TCASK for Grace Lutheran Church’s youth Even though I will be leaving
Chapter wrapped up its spring se- and a community lobby training in  TCASK in early August, | recognize
mester with many students partici- preparation for Justice Day on the how blessed | am to have had the
pating throughout the year. Both theHill. TCASK continues to seek waysopportunity to serve and learn with
MLK Jr. Day rally and the candle- to get more connected to the resi- the wonderful TCASK staff and
light vigil for Steve Henley were dents of this region of Tennessee. members. This year has taught me
well attended by Nashville students.  The Families United to Share about the death penalty not only as a
Additionally, the chapter organized and Empower (F.U.S.E.) program policy but also as a system that af-
and hosted a Sharing Our Stories: continues to transform as we focus fects real people with the emotions
Murder Victims’ Families Speak  on the needs of the families of thoseand conflicts that are tightly inter-
(S.0.S.) presentation with Clemmie on death row and those who have twined with the issue. | will take this
Greenlee, a movie showing of “At been executed. After carefully lis- experience and continue to work for
the Death House Door”, and a tening to many informed opinions abolition wherever | end up in the
student lobby-training event. The concerning how to address the emofuture.
chapter has a solid core of dedicatetional health and well-being of each
students who will return to Nashvillefamily, TCASK will engage a
in the fall ready to organize and smaller, more intimate group this

Recently, | returned from Man- re-arresting the same individuals  penalty. Our S.O.S. speakers travel
chester, Tennessee where | met witlover and over as well as their lack ofcross the state to share their stories
two local law enforcement officers tdraining and resources in dealing  and opposition to executions. Recent
get their thoughts on the death pen-with such offenders. Several officerspresentations include:
alty system and how it relates to thelave shared with me stories of men-  March 4th—Shane Truett at First

work. As you can imagine, the dis- tally ill offenders whom they have Presbyterian Church in
cussion of the death penalty within gotten to know personally, and when Cleveland, Tennessee
the law enforcement community of- | ask these officers if they believe an  March 5th—James Staub at
ten evokes a passionate response aoffender with mental illness should Harpeth Hall School in
conversation. be executed, all of them have told me Nashville.

To date, | have contacted and mehat they do not. March 29th—James Staub at
with over 160 members of law en- As we chip away at the system of Southminster Presbyterian
forcement throughout the state. Al- the death penalty, we will continue Church in Nashville.
though most of these individuals  our outreach to those who serve on April 1st—Clemmie Greenlee at
assert their support for the death  the front lines protecting our society Belmont University.

penalty, when the discussion turns tand who have a major role to play in TCASK is grateful to our S.O.S.
offenders with mental illness, many securing abolition in Tennessee.  partners who share their powerful
members express different feelings.  The Sharing Our Stories: Murderand painful journeys in order to

A large portion of the law enforce- Victims' Families Speak (S.0.S)  affect change in Tennessee.

ment community deals with offend- program is another powerful tool in

ers with mental illness almost daily. changing the minds and hearts of

In our conversations, they talk aboutlTennesseans concerning the death



The state of Tennessee executedBrookmeade Congregational Churclexecuted in Ohio in 2008. Also in
Steve Henley at 1:00 a.m. on with participation by Reverend Lindaattendance at the service were Jenry
Wednesday, February'4but not White, Reverend Stacy Rector, and and Leanne Henley Delaney, Greg
before members of TCASK and othesther members of TCASK. Music  Henley, Stefanie Henley Worley, and

concerned citizens from across the Shirley Upchurch, a dear friend and
state made a powerful witness for companion of Steve's. And as with
life, urging the state to pursue an every service of remembrance,
alternative course. In an attempt to prayers were raised for the victims’
stop Henley’s execution, TCASK family, the Staffords, as well as for
organized Tennesseans to phone Steve, the Henley family, the
bank in Memphis, Chattanooga, attorneys, the Department of
Knoxville, and Nashville making Corrections, the Warden, and the
over 2,000 phone calls asking Governor.
citizens to call Governor Bredesen With temperatures hovering at 15
and grant clemency while also deliv- degrees, nearly 70 people later
ering nearly 1,000 clemency cards t&reg Henley and Leanne Henley Delangjathered at Riverbend Maximum
the Governor. was provided by Tom Kimmel, Security Institution at 12:00 a.m. to
In Nashville, a Service of Michael Kelsh, and Jim Cole who hold a candlelight vigil. The
Remembrance and Resistance was shared his experience of serving as
held at 7:00 p.m. on February 3rd, aspiritual advisor to Richard Cooey, Henley...Continued on Page 6
After 16 months and hours of tesinnocent person. we are under at this time surround-
timony, the Tennessee Committee to Even those supporting the currenting the issues of fairness and
Study the Administration of the system acknowledged the issues of accuracy—Dby declaring a

Death Penalty met for the final time excessive costs, delays, and lack of moratorium on the death penalty.
on February 19, 2009. Along with adequate defense for those on trial

the legislative recommendations on for capital murder. The real disagree- Committee recommendations
which it had already decided, the  ment among Committee members currently under consideration by the
Committee voted 12-2 to recommendas not that grave problems exist blggislature are: the creation an

a report highlighting the issues it  how to address those problems. independent commission to oversee
covered and summaries of the Reflecting on his experience as aapital defense services; the
testimony received throughout the Committee member, Charles Strobetecording of custodial interrogations
process. The two votes opposing theepresenting Murder Victims' Fami- by law enforcement; and the enact-
final report came from representa- lies for Human Rights, stated: ment of a statewide open file discov-
tives of the office of the Attorney ery policy. The legislature must act
General and the District Attorneys  Several times | commented that if on the recommendations of this
General Conference who objected tothe death penalty were a person andommittee if Tennesseans are to
the inclusion of testimony from the on trial before our committee as  have any confidence that these fatal
meetings in the final report. judge and jury, | believe it would beflaws are being addressed.

During the life of the Committee, found guilty of being grossly unjust  As of the publication of this
virtually all of the testimony and re- and risking the execution of an in- newsletter none of the recommenda-
search received revealed a system imocent person....In light of these  tions have been passed by the
dire need of attention. Though the facts, | believe the death penalty legislature, leaving the system as
Committee did not address a numbersystem should be abolished. broken as ever.
of issues outlined by the American Because of political reasons, at
Bar Association as problems in Ten- least we need our elected officials to
nessee, the issues covered revealed@ostpone any future executions—
system that is not only unfair but given the cloud of uncertainty that
does risk the execution of an



It is with great sadness that | execution was a difficult moment in Memphis School of Law this fall.
inform TCASK and its members thatmy work. | was fortunate to know Thank you for everything.
my last day with TCASK was April him as a friend. However, it also
30, 2009. The past two years have served as a reminder that as long as
been the best of my life. | never there are good people like Stacy
could have anticipated how Rector and every single TCASK
incredibly educational, emotional, member, Tennessee’s death penalty Isaac Kimes
and rewarding working to abolish  will fall.
Tennessee’s death penalty could be. 1 look forward to continuing this
Undoubtedly, Steve Henley's work as a student at the University of

Ever year, Tennesseans gather tiVrite-a-thons, TCASK held its an- people caught up in the system.
hand write letters to their legislators nual Justice Day on the Hill bringing  For some, this was their second,
concerning the death penalty. The concerned Tennesseans from acrosthird, or even fourth Justice Day on
2009 effort saw 15 write-a-thons  the state to Nashville for face to facehe Hill while others were participat-
statewide including write-a-thons in meetings with their legislators. On ing for the first time. For all, it was a
Memphis, Nashville, Chattanooga, April 21, 2009, TCASK members  reminder that the movement to end
Knoxville, Bristol, Clarksville, gathered in the Old Supreme Court the death penalty has come a long
Sewanee, Murfreesboro, and Chambers of the Capitol and were way but still has a long way to go.
McKenzie. Over 300 Tennesseans powerfully reminded why they were Legislators are turning to TCASK for
participated and 1,200 letters were there. thoughtful and objective education
sent. These Tennesseans recognize In a press conference organized on the death penalty. They
the importance of expressing their by TCASK, Michael McCormick andrespect our mission and drive.
concerns about the death penalty toJoyce House both spoke. Michael However, there are still those who
those representing them at the was on Tennessee's death row for 28re clouded by misconception and
Capitol. years before finally receiving an myth. TCASK will continue to pro-

Successful campaigns like the acquittal in a new trial. Joyce's son, vide clarity about the brokenness of
write-a-thon demonstrate that Ten- Paul House, was on Tennessee's the death penalty system convincing
nesseans are committed to change,death row for 22 years before being more legislators that supporting a
working to dismantle this broken  recently exonerated. Both cases  broken system does not serve their
system to make Tennessee a more demonstrate that Tennessee's deatltonstituents or the state of

just place to live. Following the penalty is broken with innocent Tennessee.

Chattanooga Cookeville Crossville Jackson

Gale lles Hector Black Joyce House Patsy Turner

423-425-2241 931-268-9889 931-707-1609 731-423-3269

gale-iles@utc.edu hblack1925@fastmail.fm johouse@citlink.net

Student Caucus McKenzie Memphis Nashville

Mary Findley Stacie Freeman Amy Howe 901-482-1213 Lauren Brown

mfindle3@utk.edu 731-352-4254 rhowel@comcast.net 615-557-3499
freemans@bethel-college.edu  Pete Gathje 901-715-1580 lauren@tcask.org

pgathje@memphisseminary.edu

Sewanee Knoxville Clarksville Murfreesboro
Leslie Lytle Mary Findley Rev. Jodi McCullah Amy Sayward
931-967-6594 mfindle3@utk.edu 615-347-9071 615-898-2569
sllytle@blomand.net jodimccullah@charter.net asayward@mtsu.edu

Interested in forming a local TCASK chapter?

TCASK chapters carry out public actions, promote ed ucational speaking opportunities, gather moratorium
resolutions, and meet regularly. The state office ¢ =~ an help you form a new chapter. Call us at (615) 2 56-3906




Henley...Continued from Page 4 Thanks to Our 2008 Donors Ed and Doris Farley

Charles and Susan Fels

Bill and Daphne Finney

Kaki and Bill Friskics-Warren
Harry Fuchs Il

avid Gall

Memphis chapter also braved frigid The work of TCASK is team effort.
temperatures with a vigil at The abolition of the death penalty
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, requires all of us to be dedicated,
including sign holding in front of the persistent, and generous in giving o

Claudia Dale Hadden

Cathedral to demonstrate oppositiorour time and resources to make our gjizabeth Halverstadt

to the taking of a life by the state.
To all of you who supported
TCASK's efforts to stop Steve's
execution, thank you. Your
generosity in donating money for

dream of a death penalty free

Ron and Nancy Hill

Tennessee a reality. Thanks to all ofterry Horgan and Candy Markman
you who helped to make this work Dorothy Jones

possible in 2008.

Steve's funeral expenses spared higMajor Donors ($1,000+ per year)

family this additional cost and

fulfilled Steve's wishes. Because o

your support, the entire funeral

service was covered. His family is s

Charles Bailey

f Patrick Brakefield

Frederic Crawford
Amy and Dave Howe

Qelinda Medlin

deeply grateful to all of you for the 5/ ang Kay Rector
many ways you supported Steve an@tacy Rector

them during this ordeal.
New Mexico...Continued from Page

Peggy Rollins

1 Amy Sayward

James Staub

perfect — far from it. The system is Julie and David Stone
inherently defective. DNA testing has
proven that. Innocent people have Cornerstone Donors ($500-999 per

been put on death row all across th

country...

In a society which values
individual life and liberty above all
else, where justice and not
vengeance is the singular guiding
principle of our system of criminal
law, the potential for wrongful
conviction and, God forbid,
execution of an innocent person
stands as anathema to our very

sensibilities as human beings. That {§

why I'm signing this bill into law.

ear)
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Michele Baier

George Barrett

Tennessee remains a crucial stai€erald and Judith Bettice

in the battle for abolition in the

Joseph Biache

South, and TCASK is committed to John and Marion Bradford
making abolition a reality here. With Susan and Barry Brantley

continued outreach, support, and

action by the citizens of Tennessee,
abolition is within reach. New Jerse
and New Mexico demonstrate that it

can be done, regardless of the
political climate, when enough
citizens are committed to change.
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Donors...Continued on Page 7
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Also, thanks to those who provide their
gifts and skills to TCASK including
Charles Whitaker, Access Plus
Automotive Service; Rev. Marcia Free;
Harry and Karan Simpson, Mimosa Arts
Studio photographers; Jim Cole; Tom
Kimmel; Michael Kelsh; Jeff Moles;
James Staub; Joe Irrera; Angela
Lequire; Doris Hixon; Nancy and

Daniel Morris; and Clara Wood. An
additional thank you to our S.O.S.
participants: Hector Black, Clemmie
Greenlee, Regina Hockett, James Staub,
Charles Strobel, and Shane Truett.
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