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     September proved to be a big 
month for the Committee to Study 
the Administration of the Death Pen-
alty in Tennessee. Famed�attorney 
Barry Scheck, co-founder of The In-
nocence Project, testified to the 
Committee, along with Tennessee 
Supreme Court Justice Gary Wade 
and new Chief Justice Janice Holder.  
     The Justices began the day by 
addressing several of the possible 
recommendations under considera-
tion by the Committee, including the 
creation of an independent commis-
sion to oversee capital defense ser-
vices in Tennessee. Justice Holder 
acknowledged that the court consid-
ered creating such a commission in 
2004 but wanted more evidence that 
such a system worked in other states. 

Now that other states, such as North 
Carolina, have moved in that direc-
tion, the evidence does suggest that 
such a commission could improve 
the process of recruiting, training, 

and compensating qualified attorneys 
to represent capital defendants. 
Though the state's highest court de-
clined to create such an agency in 
2004, Holder stated that the court 

"left the door open," leaving the deci-
sion to "the prerogative of the legis-
lature." 
     Barry Scheck followed the Jus-
tices, speaking for several hours on 
problematic issues which the Com-
mittee needs to address. Scheck's 
work in creating the Innocence Pro-
ject has demonstrated the number of 
innocent people caught up in the sys-
tem. To date 220 people in the 
United States have been exonerated 
through DNA testing, including 17 
who served time on death row.  
Scheck’s presentation highlighted 
Tennessee specific issues including 
the lack of preservation of biological 
evidence, faulty eyewitness  
 

Scheck...Continued on Page 6 

     After more than a year with no 
executions, the state of Tennessee is 
moving forward with plans to exe-
cute Steve Henley on February 4, 
2009. Henley has spent the past 23 
years on Tennessee's death row and 
is the first inmate scheduled to die in 
Tennessee since the lethal injection 
protocols were considered by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. The Tennessee 
protocols continue to be litigated, 
and it is unclear how the resolution 
of that litigation will affect Henley’s 
scheduled execution. 
     The Issues: 
Steve Henley and Terry Flatt were 
convicted of the 1985 murders of 
Fred and Edna Stafford, an elderly 
couple living in Jackson County. All 
the evidence, including the motive 

for the crime, was provided by Terry 
Flatt after he had implicated himself 
in the crime. Flatt was a Dilaudid 
addict who admitted to injecting Di-

laudid twice the 
day of the crime 
(Dilaudid is a 
powerful deriva-
tive of mor-
phine—eight 
times stronger 
than morphine). 
Flatt made a deal 
with prosecutors 
and served just 

over five years; though, at trial, the 
jury believed that Flatt would serve 
25 years for his testimony. Steve 
Henley—whose only prior offense 
was transporting stolen property 

across state lines in 1981 and who 
has maintained his innocence from 
the beginning—received the death 
sentence. 
     In his sentencing hearing, 
Henley’s attorney made grave errors 
which led to the imposition of the 
death sentence. His attorney never 
spoke to Henley’s family about testi-
fying, but in court, called Henley’s 
mother to the stand with no prepara-
tion. For fear of harming her son's 
case, she did not take the stand, leav-
ing the jury with the impression that 
Henley's own mother would not help 
him. His attorney then called 
Henley’s grandmother, who was also 
unprepared, but did testify. This   
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Dear Friends, 
 
Marian Wright Edelman, Founder and President of the Children's     
Defense Fund, once stated that “so often we dwell on the things that 
seem impossible rather than on the things that are possible. So often we 
are depressed by what remains undone that we forget to be thankful for 
all that has been done.” 
 
As we approach the end of 2008, we have much for which to be     
grateful. During this year, TCASK has expanded its capacity with the 
addition of Organizer, Denver Schimming, and Presbyterian Young 
Adult Volunteer, Katie Mohr. Denver joined TCASK in August as a 
new organizer whose focus is reaching out to law enforcement and murder victims’ families. 
Katie Mohr, a Young Adult Volunteer through the Presbyterian Church (USA), is facilitating 
the TCASK Nashville Student chapter, organizing a new Clarksville chapter, and coordinating 
TCASK’s first annual retreat for families of those on death row through our Families United to 
Share and Empower (FUSE) program. And, Isaac Kimes, Field Organizer, showed off his    
organizing skills with the most successful student conference yet, as 120 students and           
professors from across Tennessee gathered at MTSU in September to become educated and 
activated for the work of abolition. 
 
We have continued our outreach campaign around the Committee to Study the Administration 
of the Death Penalty in Tennessee. TCASK is committed to translating the Committee’s       
recommendations into legislation in the 2009 session. Paul House is home with his mother, 
Joyce, after nearly 23 years on death row, and we have avoided the specter of an execution in 
Tennessee for another year. 
 
Though much is left to accomplish in this struggle for abolition, we, at TCASK, want to      
celebrate the victories of this year and the possibilities in store for 2009. With your continued     
support, we will continue to succeed. 
 
And yet, we must be vigilant and prepared as 2009 may prove to be a year of challenge. The 
state of the economy will certainly affect TCASK as we rely on the generous financial support 
of dedicated Tennesseans and others who are committed to a more fair and just system. And, 
Tennessee has set an execution date of February 4, 2009, for Steve Henley. Henley has spent 
23 years on death row after receiving a death sentence based on the testimony of a co-defendant 
who served only 5 years in prison. 
 
But, we have faced challenges before and have always risen to meet them. We will again. As 
long as we work together, we will make progress and move closer to the day when the death 
penalty is only a distant memory in our state. Regardless of the difficulties, we dare to be   
hopeful, believing in and working for abolition to be a reality. 
 

 
In peace, 

 
 
 

     Stacy Rector 
    �
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      Over the past several weeks, I 
have reached out to current and for-
mer law enforcement officers to be-
gin a dialogue about the administra-
tion and policy of the death penalty. 
To date, I have met with almost 
twenty law enforcement members, 
consisting of police officers, proba-
tion officers, local sheriffs, deputy 
wardens and former prosecutors, 
both state and federal. 
     Members of law enforcement 
work in a much different world than 
most of us. They experience situa-
tions the majority of society will 
never endure. In an effort to learn 
about their feelings and opinions on 
the death penalty, I ask several    
questions:  
      
· What priority do you give the 

death penalty compared to other 
critical needs?  

 
· What do you see as the most 

pressing needs of law enforce-
ment?  

 

· Do you see the death penalty as 
a deterrent for murder?  

 
· What has been your experience 

with how those with severe men-
tal illnesses affect the system?  

 
· What are the pros and cons of 

recording custodial interroga-
tions?  

 
· Because the death penalty is so 

costly, do you believe resources 
could be better utilized on the 
front end to prevent crime? 

      
     Building these relationships with 
law enforcement takes time. If after 
our first meeting I have received 
some advice, a few referrals, and a 
willingness to talk again, then I be-
lieve we have made headway.  
     What I have found is that we have 
more commonalities than differ-
ences. We all want to protect our 
families, reduce crime, and make the 
criminal justice system work better 
for victims. Building a coalition of 

law enforcement members who sup-
port changing the current policy will 
be extremely important to all of us as 
we seek to honor life by abolishing 
the death penalty. 
     If you know any former or current 
members in the law enforcement 
community, please contact me di-
rectly at 256-3906 or via e-mail at 
denver@tcask.org. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
  Denver 
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Hello TCASK supporters and Life-
line readers! 
     My name is Katie Mohr, and I am 
the newest addition to the TCASK 
family. I am originally from New 
Wilmington, Pennsylvania, but have 
relocated to Nashville as part of the 
Young Adult Volunteer program that 
is sponsored by the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). I recently gradu-
ated from Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania with a B.A. in English 
Writing and Psychology. Growing 
up in a family of faith, social justice 
issues like homelessness, poverty, 
and education are very important to 
me. I have traveled all over the 
world doing relational ministry and 
was excited to be connected with 
TCASK and learn skills in other 

forms of ministry, like organizing 
and leadership education. The death 
penalty was not something I was 
overly educated about when I started 
at TCASK in September, but I have 
quickly learned so much about the 
injustices of the death penalty sys-
tem through attending the Study 
Committee meetings and listening to 
speakers from Witness to Innocence 
and Sharing Our Stories: Murder Vic-
tims’ Families Speak (S.O.S.). 
     I will be working with the 
TCASK Nashville Student Chapter, 
engaging local students in the move-
ment and helping to organize events 
on the campuses around the city. We 
have a great force happening in 
Clarksville and similar work is being 
done there with Austin Peay State 

University. I am also working to de-
velop a new outreach program called 
F.U.S.E. (Families United to Share 
and Empower), which is a support 
group for the families of those on 
death row. 
     I am excited to be a part of the 
abolition movement this year. Thank 
you for your support. 
       
              Katie 
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Jackson: 
The Jackson TCASK 
chapter is currently   
regrouping and planning 
on meeting in 2009. The 
chapter plans to         
coordinate an event with 
a speaker from S.O.S. 
The speaker will speak at 
a local church and at    
Union University.  

Nashville: 
The Nashville TCASK 
chapter publicized the 
film showing of “Love 
Lived on Death Row” 
at the Belcourt Theater. 
The film’s director, 
Linda Booker, was at 
the screening and an-
swered questions from 
some of the 150 folks in 
attendance. TCASK 
had a presence at the 
2008 Presidential de-
bates at Belmont Uni-
versity with a table and 
educational materials.  

Clarksville: 
Rev. Jodi McCullah  
coordinated two      
speaking engagements 
with death row exoneree, 
Juan Melendez. Over 80 
people attended the 
events which were held 
at Austin Peay State  
University (APSU). 
From these events, a new 
chapter was formed that 
will host an S.O.S. 
speaker at APSU.  

Knoxville: 
The Knoxville TCASK 
chapter has been meeting 
regularly and recently 
wrote letters to Tennessee 
legislators concerning the 
work of the Committee to 
Study the Administration 
of the Death Penalty. The 
chapter is planning on 
attending the UT Law 
Review Death Penalty 
Symposium in 2009. 
Isaac Kimes spoke to Rob 
Keeton’s sociology class 
at UT.  

Memphis: 
Rev. Amy Howe hosted 
a Memphis TCASK 
chapter meeting and din-
ner with special guests 
Rev. Joe Ingle and Judy 
Parks. The chapter has 
written letters to Tennes-
see legislators concern-
ing the Committee to 
Study the Administration 
of the Death Penalty. 
Rev. Stacy Rector and 
Katie Mohr co-facilitated 
a workshop on the death 
penalty with Brian Evans 
of Amnesty International 
at the Amnesty Interna-
tional Southern Confer-
ence. 

McKenzie: 
Isaac Kimes spoke to 
three sociology classes at 
Bethel College. All 
classes were taught by 
Stacie Freeman. After-
wards, Stacie and Isaac 
held a lunch and learn to 
further discuss the death 
penalty, social justice, 
and organizing as a   
career. The Bethel Col-
lege Arete (Social Sci-
ence Society) is planning 
to host a speaker in the 
spring.  

Student Caucus: 
The 2008 Student Confer-
ence was a major success 
with 120 students and 
professors in attendance. 
At the conference, Emily 
Howe and Mary Findley 
were elected to serve as 
student representatives on 
the TCASK Board of   
Directors. The Nashville 
Student TCASK chapter 
met with representatives 
from Lipscomb, Belmont, 
and Vanderbilt. They are 
planning events on their 
campuses for spring 2009.  

Chattanooga: 
Isaac Kimes made presen-
tations to six University 
of Tennessee-
Chattanooga classes in the 
Criminal Justice depart-
ment leading up to the 
Student Conference. Dr. 
Gale Iles, a professor in 
the Criminal Justice de-
partment at UTC, has 
joined the TCASK Board 
of Directors. The Chatta-
nooga TCASK chapter 
met, and Isaac attended 
the 2008 Chattanooga 
NAACP dinner to support 
our partner, Valoria Arm-
strong, in her work as 
President of Chattanooga 
NAACP.   
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Chattanooga  
Gale Iles 
423-425-2241 
gale-iles@utc.edu 

Cookeville  
Hector  Black 
931-268-9889  
hblack1925@fastmail.fm 

Crossville  
Joyce House  
931-707-1609  
johouse@citlink.net 

Jackson  
Patsy Turner 
731-423-3269 

Student Caucus 
Mary Findley 
mfindle3@utk.edu 
Emily Howe  
ehowe@hutchisonschool.org 

McKenzie  
Stacie Freeman 
731-352-4254 
freemans@bethel-college.edu 

Memphis  
Amy Howe 901-482-1213 
rhowe1@comcast.net 
Pete Gathje 901-715-1580 
pgathje@memphisseminary.edu 

Nashville  
James Staub, Jr.   
615-544-7544  
james@tcask.org 

Sewanee 
Leslie Lytle  
931-967-6594  
sllytle@blomand.net 

Knoxville 
Mary Findley 
mfindle3@utk.edu 

Clarksville 
Rev. Jodi McCullah  
615-347-9071 
jodimccullah@charter.net 

Murfreesboro 
Amy Sayward  
615-898-2569 
asayward@mtsu.edu 
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      For most families, when a loved 
one dies, their communities provide 
needed care and support. However, 
for families whose loved ones live 
and die on death row, there is usually 
no such outpouring of support. In 
fact, most of these families suffer in 
silence, rarely sharing their painful 
struggles. TCASK recognizes the 
pain of these families and under-
stands their needs are often lost in the 
continuing debate about capital    
punishment. TCASK is organizing a 
new program called F.U.S.E. 
(Families United to Share and Em-

power). This program will provide a 
weekend retreat for family members 
of death row inmates and the families 
of the executed.        
     During the weekend retreat held 
in Nashville, families will participate 
in workshops and support groups, 
and they will also have an opportu-
nity to visit their family members at 
the prison. This focus on each fam-
ily’s emotional well-being will offer 
positive ways of coping with their 
feelings and pave the way for heal-
ing. This project will be co-
facilitated by TCASK and Dr. Linda 

Manning of Vanderbilt University, 
an expert in trauma, with participa-
tion by other organizations such as 
Reconciliation Prison Ministries. 
Nashville area churches will also 
provide meals for the weekend.  

Interested in forming a local TCASK chapter? 
 

TCASK chapters carry out public actions, promote ed ucational speaking opportunities, gather moratorium  
resolutions, and meet regularly. The state office c an help you form a new chapter.  Call us at (615) 2 56-3906 
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     Abolitionists around the country 
and beyond are looking forward to 
the National Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty (NCADP) annual con-
ference to be held in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, on January 22 – Janu-
ary 25, 2009. Entitled “NCADP 
2009: Training for the Long Run,” 
the conference will present partici-
pants with opportunities to learn 
more about developments in the 
movement and to meet and network 
with others from throughout the 
country who oppose the death pen-

alty. Participants will sharpen their 
skills through a wide variety of train-
ing workshops and 30-minute 
“Quickshops” about organizing, 
fundraising, and new media outreach 
which will help the effort to reach the 
common goal of abolition. 
     The wealth of training being pro-
vided is designed to be readily adapt-
able by abolitionists and allies in any 
state. Other workshop subjects in-
clude effective arguments against the 
death penalty; answering tough ques-
tions; organizing in faith-based com-

munities; working with the families 
of murder victims and death row in-
mates; and developing relationships 
with policymakers. The training is 
structured with the understanding 
that because attaining the goal of 
eliminating the death penalty will 
take time, abolitionists must maintain 
stamina for the “long run,” just as 
runners prepare for a race through 
training that increases strength and 
endurance, enabling them to “go the  
 

NCADP...Continued on Page 6  
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grossly inadequate representation by 
his attorney at sentencing led to a 
reversal of Henley’s death sentence 
by the Criminal Court of Appeals in 
1996 only for it to be reinstated by 
the Tennessee Supreme Court.   
 TCASK will be updating you on 
the case through our regular email 
abolition and action alerts. Please 
check the website www.tcask.org for 
more information. 
 

identification procedures, and the 
lack of recorded custodial interroga-
tions. Scheck indicated that "the only 
people who don't like for interroga-
tions to be recorded are the guilty." 
     Scheck fully endorsed the idea of 
creating an independent commission 
to oversee capital defense services in 
Tennessee. His research revealed that 
of 187 death sentences given in Ten-
nessee since reinstatement of the 
death penalty in 1977, 39 of the de-
fense attorneys in those cases have 
been disciplined with 11 of them still 
remaining on the list from which 
Tennessee judges appoint attorneys 
to represent indigent defendants. 
     Tom Lee, Committee member and 
Fairness subcommittee chair, shared 
Tennessee polling data showing that, 
though a majority of Tennesseans do 
support the death penalty, a majority 
also feel that the state has made er-
rors and that innocent people may 
have been executed. Given this dis-
turbing data, Committee member 
Charles Strobel asserted that this 
Committee must do a thorough 
study, not only to address the       
obvious systemic problems with the 
death penalty as a public policy, but 
to restore public trust.  
     The Committee will conclude its 
work at the close of 2008 and make 
recommendations to the 2009 legisla-
ture. Though the Committee has only 
scratched the surface relating to the 
myriad problems with Tennessee’s 

death penalty system, the recommen-
dations the Committee makes could 
have a dramatic effect on the number 
of death sentences in Tennessee in 
the future. TCASK is preparing for a 
new year as citizens and legislators 
alike continue to be educated on the 
fatal flaws of this system and take 
important and necessary steps to ad-
dress them.            

distance.”      

     Conference highlights include: 

· Speeches by NAACP President 
and CEO Benjamin Jealous and 
Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ, author 
of the book “Dead Man Walk-
ing” on which the feature film is 
based; 

· Premieres of the films “Juan 
Melendez-6446,” the story of 
death row exoneree and NCADP 
Board of Directors member Juan 
Melendez, and “70X7: The For-
giveness Equation,” the experi-
ences of murder victim family 
members Bud Welch and Sue 
Norton; 

· The Awards Dinner, which will 
honor, among others, New Jersey 
Governor Jon Corzine 
(Abolitionist of the Year), and 
Theodore Cardinal McCarrick 
(Lighting the Torch of Con-
science Award). (A complete list 
of awardees is available on the 
NCADP web site).   

 
TCASK’s Executive Director, Rev. 
Stacy Rector, and Organizer, Denver 
Schimming, will be facilitating 
workshops at this conference. 
     The annual conference is an event 
that abolitionists and allies won’t 
want to miss. Click on the links pro-
vided on the NCADP Conference 
web page to register online. Join 
TCASK in Harrisburg from January 
22 – January 25, 2009. Now, more 
than ever, the “finish line” in the race 

to end the U.S. death penalty is 
within sight. Let’s all cross it to-
gether.     
 
If you are interested in attending, 
call or email TCASK at (615) 256-
3906 or tcask@tcask.org.  

The work of TCASK is a team effort. 
The abolition of the death penalty 
requires all of us to be dedicated, 
persistent, and generous in giving of 
our time and resources to make our 
dream of a death penalty free         
Tennessee a reality. 
 
Major Donors ($1,000+ per year) 
Dave and Amy Howe 
 
Sustaining Donors ($100-499) 
Claudia Dale Hadden 
Julie McCargar 
Nancy Morris 
Constance Taite 
 
Regular Donors ($1-99) 
David Bone 
Anna Brogdon 
Jimmy T. Davis  
Tony and Madeline Garr 
Jerry Harder 
Jan Hatelberg 
Lisa Huff 
David Irvine 
Susan McKay 
Jonathan Redding-Rhodes 
Jennifer Reynolds 
Christoph Rosenmuller 
Tom W. Strawman 
Samantha Taylor 
Marilynn Tucker 
Deidre Warner 
Gary and Madys Wulfsberg 

Henley...Continued from Page 1 

Scheck...Continued from Page 1 

NCADP...Continued from Page 5 

Thanks to More Donors 2007 
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     When I finished my plan for the 
2008 Student Conference on the 
Death Penalty, I had set a goal for an 
attendance of 100 students from 
across the state of Tennessee. My 
thinking was that if I did the work 

necessary to accomplish the goal 
and maintained the mindset of a 100 
person conference, that the atten-
dance would be strong. As David 
Kaczynski began his keynote ad-
dress, Denver told me that 120    
students had checked-in for the    
conference.  
     The keynote address by David 
Kaczynski was powerful. David is 
Executive Director of New Yorkers 
Against the Death Penalty (NYADP) 
and Ted Kaczynski’s brother. He 
talked about the death penalty from 
an informed and personal stand-
point. He shared with us about his 
brother Ted Kaczynski, the Una-
bomber, and how he and his wife, 
Linda, were responsible for Ted’s 
arrest as they took their suspicions 
of Ted to the FBI. The Kaczynski 
family could afford excellent coun-
sel and maneuvered their way 
through the justice system to save 
Ted’s life. 
     After Ted’s trial, David received 
a phone call from Bill Babbitt that 
would change his life forever and 
lead him to the anti-death penalty 
movement. Bill Babbitt’s brother, 
Manny, was responsible for the mur-
der of an elderly white woman in the 
Sacramento area. Manny was a 
decorated Vietnam Vet who suffered 
from paranoid schizophrenia. Bill 

turned his brother in after assurances 
from  authorities that Manny would 
get help for his illness. However, 
Manny Babbitt received a death sen-
tence. Unlike the Kaczynskis, the 
Babbitt family was not able to afford 
good counsel and is African-
American. 
     After attending Manny’s funeral, 
David Kaczynski knew that his call-
ing was to work to abolish the death 
penalty, and he has dedicated him-
self to the cause of abolition. 
     The conference workshops in-
cluded: “Death Penalty 101” led by 
Stacy Rector; “Sharing Our Stories: 
Murder Victims’ Families Speak” 
led by James Staub and Denver 

Schimming; and “Mental Illness and 
the Death Penalty” led by David      
Kaczynski.  
     A highlight of the workshops for 
participants was hearing the story of 
James Staub who lost his mother to 
murder and who opposes the death 
penalty. James tells an emotional 
story that presents a perspective 
most will never have to experience. 
Students left this workshop with a 
broadened understanding and 

knowledge that not all murder vic-
tims’ families are supportive of the 
death penalty and that the death pen-
alty does not address many of the 
needs of victims’ families.     
     Another important aspect of this 
conference was training students to 
organize. Jeanne Rewa of Equal Jus-
tice USA led an organizing training 
to empower students to build the 
movement on their respective cam-
puses. The focus of the training was 
how to effectively build and demon-
strate power. Students brainstormed 
about potential events on their cam-
puses and how to build the power 
required to make those events     
successful.  
     The combination of education 
and empowerment is what defines 
the Student Conference on the Death 
Penalty. I hope that students left the 
conference feeling better educated 
on the death penalty as a public pol-
icy and in a position to take action 
and effect social change. I feel con-
fident that students will continue to 
play an integral role in our legisla-
tive victories and ultimately aboli-
tion of the death penalty. 
     Thanks to all who helped to pub-
licize this conference by making 
phone calls, handing out fliers, and 
allowing me to speak to your 
classes. And especially, thanks to all 
who attended. 
 
  Peace,   
 
  Isaac Kimes 
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Students Listening to Keynote Address 

Mary Findley and David Kaczynski 

Isaac Kimes co-facilitating organizing 
training 
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