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     On April 2nd, TCASK members 
from across the state convened at the 
capitol in Nashville to voice their 
opinions on the death penalty to    
legislators for TCASK’s 3rd annual 
Justice Day on the Hill. Last year’s 
Justice Day played a critical role in 
supporting the passage of Senate Bill 
1911—creating the Committee to 
Study the Administration of the 
Death Penalty. That Committee    
began meeting in October 2007 and 
has produced powerful results,     
uncovering myriad problems within 
Tennessee’s death penalty system. A 
primary focus of Justice Day this 
year was to thank legislators for the 
creation of the Study Committee as 
well as to thank those legislators who 
signed Rep. Mike Turner's letter  

asking the Governor to pardon Paul 
House. This year’s Justice Day also 
involved asking legislators to extend 

the study so that it would be        
thorough and complete. 

     Prior to Justice Day, participants 
were trained by the TCASK         
organizer in trainings held statewide 
to maximize the impact of meeting 
with elected officials. With newly 
acquired skills in lobbying,           
participants gathered on April 2 in 
the Old Supreme Court Chamber in 
the capitol to hear remarks from Rep. 
Mike Turner and Rep. Larry Turner. 
These two state representatives 
strongly support TCASK's work and 
are champions for Tennessee’s    
anti-death penalty movement. 
TCASK members began meeting 
with legislators at 8:30 a.m. and   
finished at 3:30 p.m. with nearly 40 
meetings accomplished. Justice Day  
 

Continued on Page 8 

     “Mom, am I ever getting out of 
here?” Paul House's question haunted 
his mother, Joyce. After almost 
twenty-three years on death row, 
convicted and sentenced to death for 
a crime that new evidence, including 
DNA, indicates he did not commit, 
House is at home. 
     On July 2, 2008, at approximately 
9:50 a.m., House left the DeBerry 
Special Needs Facility with his 
mother as members of TCASK   
wearing “Free Paul House” t-shirts 
erupted in applause. House received 
his very own t-shirt from Stacy    
Rector, as he enjoyed a Three     
Musketeers bar and a Pepsi as a free 
man. 
     His release was a long time com-
ing. In 2006, the U.S. Supreme Court 

stated in this case that that “no     
reasonable juror would lack          
reasonable doubt.” In December 
2007, House's conviction and       

sentence were thrown out after Judge 
Harry S. Mattice ruled that House did 

not receive a fair trial. Though his 
release appeared imminent, hopes 
were dashed again when District  
Attorney Paul Phillips stated that he 
would retry the case, seeking a life 
sentence. House would remain     
incarcerated as he awaited trial. 
     But with death off the table, 
House became eligible for release 
pending a bail hearing in early June. 
Bail was initially set at $500,000, an 
exorbitant figure for a man confined 
to a wheelchair. At a later hearing, 
Judge Jon Kerry Blackwood, the new 
presiding judge in the case, reduced 
House's bail to $100,000, with only 
10% required for his release. 
     Joyce House hoped to get her son  
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Paul and Joyce House  

Joey Biache, Kim Harris, and Sabine Schlunk 
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Dear Friends, 
 
There is much to celebrate in our struggle to abolish the death penalty in Tennessee. Paul 
House is home with his mother, Joyce, after nearly 23 years on death row. Michael McCormick 
is a free man after spending 15 years on death row, becoming Tennessee’s first death row     
exoneration and the 125th death row inmate nationwide to be released when evidence of       
innocence emerged. The Tennessee Study Committee on the Administration of the Death    
Penalty resumed its work which will be extended through December 2008, and no executions 
have occurred in Tennessee since September 2007. 
 
Because of your commitment and support, the once seemingly unassailable wall that is the 
death penalty in our nation is beginning to crack. As we move into the fall, TCASK hopes to 
continue to empower each one of us to hammer away at that wall until finally, it can no longer 
stand. 
 
In recognition of our efforts in Tennessee, TCASK received funding to hire an additional     
organizer for a year. This new organizer will allow us to expand our outreach, particularly to 
those considered to be unusual allies— law enforcement and murder victims’ families. In New 
Jersey's successful legislative effort to abolish the death penalty, the voices of law enforcement 
and murder victims’ families were crucial in convincing legislators that the death penalty does 
not help police officers to keep us safe nor serve families impacted by homicide. TCASK is in 
the process of hiring our new organizer and will introduce him/her in August. 
 
And there is more good news. The Young Adult Volunteer Program of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) has a volunteer site at Second Presbyterian Church in Nashville where young adults 
live together for a year discerning their future vocations and serving the needs of the larger 
community. We are so grateful that beginning in September, TCASK will have a Young Adult 
Volunteer serving with us! Her name is Katie Mohr, a graduate of Edinboro University in 
Pennsylvania, and we are thrilled to welcome her to our family. 
 
I look forward to the huge strides that we will make with the addition of these members to our 
staff and hope that you will consider renewing your support to ensure that we make the most of 
this opportunity. The cracks in the wall of the death penalty are becoming more visible. If we 
keep at our work, sooner or later, this broken wall will crumble. 
 
 

In peace, 
 
 
 

Stacy 
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BAZE RULING SIDESTEPS 
THE CRITICAL ISSUES; 
DEATH PENALTY SYSTEM  
REMAINS AS FLAWED AS 
EVER 
 
     “The U.S. Supreme Court        
decision upholding Kentucky’s    
lethal injection protocol sidesteps the    
critical issues surrounding the death 
penalty debate in the U.S.,” stated 
the National Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty in response to the    
recent decision. 
     “The death penalty system was a 
flawed public policy before the    
Supreme Court agreed to review 
Kentucky’s lethal injection           
protocol,” said NCADP Executive 
Director Diann Rust-Tierney. “It was 
a flawed public policy while the 
Court debated the protocol. And now 
that the Court has ruled, it remains as 

deeply a flawed public policy as 
ever.”  
     The relatively narrow scope of 
the Court’s deliberations did not  
address basic issues of fairness, bias,        
ineffective assistance of counsel, or 
innocent people being convicted and 
sentenced to death. Rust-Tierney 
noted that during the court's          
deliberations, the U.S. had gone   
almost seven months since an      
execution—the longest period of 
time without an execution since a 
17-month hiatus that stretched from 
early 1981 into late 1982. 
     Additionally, as the court         
deliberated, four names were added 
to the list of people freed from death 
row after evidence of their innocence 
emerged, bringing that number to 
128 (currently 129). New Jersey 
abolished the death penalty.          
Nebraska had no and continues to 

have no effective death penalty after 
its Supreme Court ruled the electric 
chair unconstitutional. The American 
Bar Association called for a          
nationwide moratorium on            
executions. And the United Nations, 
reflecting evolving trends around the 
globe, voted for a worldwide       
moratorium. California and         
Tennessee held state hearings in    
order to study their respective death 
penalty systems. Constitutional   
questions were raised in New   
Hampshire and New Mexico, and 
wrongful conviction and DNA lab 
scandals continued in Texas. 
     Rust-Tierney noted Justice      
Stevens’ concurring opinion in 
which he warned that debate will 
continue  not just over lethal        
injection protocols, “but also about 
the justification for the death penalty 
itself.  
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     It’s hard to believe my year at 
TCASK has come to a close. When I 
began this internship last August, 
eager and excited, I had no idea what 
was in store. However, I quickly   
realized the year would be filled with 
learning, community, and new     
experiences and that no two days 
would be the same. From a candle 
light vigil outside of Riverbend 
Maximum Security Institution to 
Justice Day on the Hill, this         
internship has taken me to countless 
places, introducing me to new     
people, new ideas and new         
communities of faith. TCASK truly 
does travel “through Tennessee's 
heartland and highways, meeting 
folks and starting conversations 
about the death penalty.” While I am 
taking many experiences away from 
this internship, there are a few     
lessons that stand out among the rest. 

     More than anything I have come 
to learn that when you have faith, no 
cause is too large, no injustice too 
daunting to confront. While        
abolishing the death penalty may 

seem like an overwhelming task at 
times, I have watched incredible men 
and women faithfully witness against 
this injustice. They have been heard 
in the halls of our capitol building, in 
churches and schools across the 
state, across board room tables, and 

in cold, wet fields outside of        
Riverbend. There seems to be no 
place too far, no crowd too small or 
large. I have also found that an    
organization is only as strong as the 
community of people it brings     
together. It has been a true blessing 
to come to know so many TCASK 
members. I am continually amazed 
by the love, commitment, time,    
energy, and passion you all bring to 
this work, and it has been inspiring 
to watch change happen because of 
your dedication. This community is a 
testament to the belief in a better 
world and more just society. 
     Thank you for sharing this past 
year with me—it has been an honor 
and a blessing to work with such a 
passionate, faithful group of         
individuals!  

Jamie Haskins 
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     One year ago, the Tennessee   
General Assembly overwhelmingly 
passed legislation creating the    
Committee to Study the                
Administration of the Death Penalty 
in Tennessee, charged with            
examining all aspects of the death 
penalty system for fairness and      
accuracy. Since its initial meeting, 
the full Committee has held three 
two-day sessions with testimony 
from national and state experts.    
Disturbing realities concerning    
Tennessee's death penalty have been 
uncovered, such as the lack of       
adequate resources and                 
representation for indigent            
defendants; the arbitrary nature of 
who receives a death sentence; and 
the lack of adequate data to          
determine the cost of the death     
penalty system to taxpayers. 
     Testimony from the District     
Attorneys General Conference     
Executive Director James “Wally” 
Kirby further indicted the system. 
Kirby unintentionally highlighted the 
system's arbitrariness when        
championing the merits of          
prosecutorial discretion. In his       
attempt to argue against statewide 
guidelines for prosecutors in         
determining whether to seek a death 
sentence, Kirby argued that no   
prosecutor could ever exercise     
complete objectivity in making the   
decision. In fact, Kirby surmised 
that if 20 prosecutors were placed in 
a room looking at the same case, ten 
would seek the death penalty while 
the other ten would not. 
     The Committee also discussed the 
merits of open file discovery,       
recording custodial interrogations, 

and creating an independent         
authority to oversee defense services 
for capital defendants, particularly 
those who are indigent. 
     At the close of 2007, the Study 
Committee determined that more 
time was needed to complete its 

work. Sen. Doug Jackson and Rep. 
Kent Coleman, Committee             
co-chairs, introduced legislation in 
January 2008 to extend the         
Committee for an additional year to 

provide the necessary time for a full 
and thorough examination. 
     With the introduction of extension 
legislation, the District Attorneys 
General Conference, led by Mr. 

Kirby, began an all out assault on the 
Study Committee by claiming it was 
stacked with “abolitionists,”         
implying that Committee members 
could not conduct a fair study.     
Utilizing such scare tactics,          
particularly in an election season, the 
DA's Conference initially defeated 
the extension in a House Judiciary 
subcommittee. However, TCASK 
and its partners rallied enough      
support to persuade the                  
subcommittee to reconsider, leading 
to the passage of extension           
legislation through the full House 
Judiciary. 
     More resistance to the extension 
was encountered in the Senate,    
leading to the final version of the bill 
which passed the full Senate on April 
29, 2008. The amended bill extends 
the work of the Study Committee 
through December 2008 for an     
additional two months. This amended 
bill passed the House on May 20, 
2008. 
 
UPDATE:  Currently, the Committee 
to Study the Administration of the 
Death Penalty has three working   
subcommittees:  Accuracy, chaired 
by Isaiah “Skip” Gant; Fairness, 
chaired by Tom Lee; and            
Promptness, chaired by Rep. Bill 
Dunn.  
     TCASK will inform you of      
upcoming subcommittee meetings by 
email. All are encouraged to attend 
these meetings in order to           
demonstrate that Tennesseans care 
about this study and its outcomes.  
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Charles Strobel and Sita Diehl 

Rep. Kent Coleman, Sen. Doug Jackson, and  
Sen. Dewayne Bunch 

TCASK’s 3rd Annual Student Conference on the Death Penalty will 
be on September 27, 2008 at Middle Tennessee State University. 
 
High school and college students are invited, see you there!  
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“Free Paul 
House” rally in 

front of 
Attorney 
General’s 
office in 
Nashville 

Shujaa Graham speaking in Memphis 

Curtis McCarty speaking to students and staff at                  
Knoxville Catholic High School 

Write-a-Thon  
at the  

University  
of the South  
in Sewanee 

Stacy Rector speaking to media at Paul House’s release 

*Special thanks to Harry and 
Karan Simpson who have taken 
almost all of the photos 
appearing in the newsletter 
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Nashville: 
 
In reaction to the 
state’s continuation of 
Paul House’s case, 
Nashville activists 
gathered in front of the 
Attorney General’s 
office for a rally to 
“Free Paul House.” 
Rep. Mike Turner 
spoke at the rally. Julie 
Lee, Bill Tennyson, 
and Michael Kelsh 
shared music.  
 
Nashville held two 
write-a-thons this year         
generating nearly 100 
letters to their          
legislators.  

Memphis: 
 
In February, Shujaa    
Graham, a man who 
was wrongfully       
convicted of murder 
and sent to               
California’s death row, 
spoke at Annesdale 
Cherokee Baptist 
Church in Memphis, 
TN. The Memphis 
TCASK chapter along 
with Rev. Dwight 
Montgomery and 
Johnnie Turner helped 
to publicize the event. 
 
Memphis TCASK held 
a write-a-thon          
generating over 100 
letters to their state   
legislators. In April, 
Memphis TCASK held 
a film screening and      
discussion of “At the 
Death House Door.”   

McKenzie: 
 
Isaac Kimes spoke to 
three sociology classes 
at Bethel College. All 
classes were taught by 
Stacie Freeman.          
Afterwards, the Bethel 
College Arete (Social 
Science Society) held a 
lunch and learn to     
further discuss the 
death penalty, social 
justice, and                
organizing as a career.  
 
Arete is planning to 
send a contingent of 
students to the Student 
Conference in the Fall.   

Student Caucus: 
 
The Nashville Student 
TCASK chapter hosted 
Joyce House to speak to 
students at Vanderbilt   
Divinity School.     
Nashville students 
played a large role in 
organizing the         
write-a-thon near     
Vanderbilt. 
 
Students attended a 
lobby training facilitated 
by Isaac Kimes at     
Vanderbilt.  
 
The Student Caucus is  
currently planning the  
Student Conference on 
the Death Penalty which 
is to be held on          
September 27, 2008 at 
Middle Tennessee State         
University.  
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Cleveland: 
 
Northside Presbyterian 
Church hosted Isaac    
Kimes to hold a           
discussion on the death 
penalty from a biblical 
and policy perspective. 
The talk was preceded 
with a wonderful meal 
provided by the church. 
Cleveland native, Jason 
Pflug, helped organize 
the talk and continues 
to work with TCASK to 
increase our presence in 
Cleveland.  

Oak Ridge: 
 
Oak Ridge United    
Methodist Church 
hosted Rev. Stacy    
Rector and Isaac Kimes 
to speak for a         
Wednesday night      
program. The talk was 
organized by            
congregation  member, 
Steve Reddick. 
 
Steve’s daughter, Anna, 
attended the talk and 
later attended Justice 
Day. She and two other 
Oak Ridge high school 
students gave strong 
representation to Oak 
Ridge’s anti-death    
penalty movement in 
Nashville. 

Knoxville: 
 
Hector Black spoke to   
students at UT about his 
journey to forgiveness 
after the murder of his 
daughter. 
 
Knoxville TCASK       
gathered for a lobby     
training to prepare for    
Justice Day. Kathryn 
Lea and Mary Findley 
made the 3 hour trip to 
represent UT and     
Knoxville’s anti-death 
penalty movement.  
 
Curtis McCarty spoke at 
UT Law School and   
Knoxville Catholic High 
School.  

Sewanee: 
 
Board members Jelena 
Milojevic and Leslie 
Lytle organized many 
events at the University 
of the South. The film 
“Race to Execution” 
was shown followed by 
discussion. Isaac Kimes 
conducted a lobby  
training for Sewanee 
students and            
community members. 
Jelena and Leslie also 
organized a             
write-a-thon.  

Chattanooga  
Tim McDonald  
423-877-0999  
twmtenn@aol.com 

Murfreesboro  
Amy Sayward 
615-898-2569 
asayward@mtsu.edu 

Sewanee 
Leslie Lytle  
931-967-6594  
sllytle@blomand.net 

McKenzie  
Stacie Freeman 
731-352-4254 
freemans@bethel-college.edu 

Memphis  
Pete Gathje 901-715-1580 
pgathje@memphisseminary.edu 
Amy Howe 901-482-1213 
rhowe1@comcast.net 

Student Caucus 
Emily Howe 
901-482-1213 
ehowe@hutchisonschool.org 

Jackson 
Patsy Turner 
731-423-3269 
 
 

Cookeville  
Hector  Black 
931-268-9889  
hblack1925@fastmail.fm 

Knoxville 
Jenny Phillips 
423-322-7231 
jphill44@utk.edu 

Nashville  
James Staub, Jr.   
615-544-7544  
james@tcask.org 

Crossville  
Joyce House  
931-707-1609  
johouse@citlink.net 

Pulaski  
Brenda and Tim Geiger  
931-424-9945 
tgeiger@intermet.com 
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Interested in forming a local TCASK chapter? 
 

TCASK chapters carry out public actions, promote ed ucational speaking opportunities, gather moratorium  
resolutions, and meet regularly. The state office c an help you form a new chapter.  Call us at (615) 2 56-3906 
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Justice Day...Continued from Page 1 

epitomizes why TCASK is           
successful—it empowers ordinary 
citizens to do extraordinary things. 
The success of Justice Day and 
TCASK’s work overall is contingent 
upon the involvement of activated 
citizens.  
     Though TCASK schedules Justice 
Day far in advance, participants were 

thrilled to learn that the House      
Judiciary Subcommittee of Criminal 
Practice and Procedures would be 
voting on whether or not to extend 
the life of the Study Committee on 
TCASK's Justice Day. This          
opportunity gave the experience an 
additional level of excitement and 
importance. In the end, the bill to 

extend the life of the study made it 
out of subcommittee. It was a success 
for TCASK and for our members, 
who came out of the experience    
feeling empowered to participate in 
the legislative process. 
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     On Thursday, April 24, I picked 
up Curtis McCarty from the       
Knoxville airport. As we shook 
hands, I tensed up--Curtis McCarty 
spent nearly 19 years on Oklahoma's 
death row for a crime he didn't   
commit. Would we talk about      
anything other than death row? As 
we walked to the car, Curtis eased 
my tension as we talked of our tastes 
in music and movies.  
     I told Curtis that we'd have some 
time to relax before our speaking 
engagement at the University of   
Tennessee Knoxville Law School. 
He grinned. "If there's anything I 
know how to do, it's killing time." 
The weather was pleasant so I gave 
Curtis a walking tour of the UT  
Campus. Students were out and 
about playing frisbee and volleyball. 
I graduated from college 14 months 
ago, so this was a familiar sight.  
Curtis's educational experience was 
different. He completed junior high, 
but dropped out of high school. 
While on death row, Curtis kept up 
with his interest in science and    
technology and educated himself on 
the laws dictating his life. When he 
speaks, it is quickly apparent that 
he's deeply intelligent. His words are 
chosen carefully.  
     Before Curtis was to speak at the 
law school, I told him that there 
would be attorneys, law professors, 
and students in the audience. This 
was an important event for TCASK; 
we're always looking to build       

relationships with schools. The room 
filled to almost 70 people. It was a 
Thursday evening in the midst of 
final exams. 
     Curtis began by immediately   
taking some responsibility for ending 
up on death row. He shamefully        
recounted the juvenile history of 
drugs and crime which led him to 
associate with the murdered          
individual. To Curtis, his poor 
choices prior to his incarceration 
played a large role in his ending up 
in prison.           
     Yet, the state of Oklahoma is    
ultimately responsible for sending an 
innocent man to death row. The case 
of Curtis McCarty is riddled with 
problems which led to his being 
wrongfully convicted in the murder 
of Pam Willis:  suppressed evidence, 
destroyed evidence, and perjured 
testimony. Curtis spoke about his 
case with the knowledge and        
eloquence of a law professor. The 
students were impressed; some said 
Curtis knew more about death      
penalty law than they did and were 
eager to bring him back for the UT 
Law Review Death Penalty         
Symposium next year.    
     The next day I took Curtis to 
speak at two assemblies at Knoxville 
Catholic High School. Again, this 
was an important event for us as   
creating a strong base of Catholic 
support in Eastern Tennessee is a 
priority for TCASK. This time,   
Curtis spoke in a manner that suited 

the ages of his audience. Rather than 
sifting through the legal problems 
pervading his case, he focused on the 
personal story of his life. "The only 
two people on this entire earth who 
would testify on behalf of the      
worthiness of my life were my     
parents. I have never been more 
ashamed after I saw my mom      
tearfully pleading for the jury to 
spare me. I was still sentenced to 
death."        
     The death penalty system is     
broken. 129 individuals have been 
released from death rows nationwide 
when evidence of their innocence 
emerged. Curtis knows this better 
than anyone, but he also knows that a 
life of crime made it easier for the 
state to convict him. It is a rare sight 
to witness someone so gracefully 
admit his shortcomings. A high 
school student asked Curtis, "When 
you got out of prison, were you    
angry?" He replied, "I was angry, in 
fact, I was very angry. I soon realized 
though that bitterness is                
unproductive. I wanted to be         
productive, and I wanted to seek    
justice. In order to do this, I had to 
stop being angry and instead tell my 
story." The story of Curtis McCarty 
is a story that needs to be told over 
and over and over again.  

           



 

 � 
���
���� ���� ����� ������ � � � �������� � ���������������

����������������	��������	���	�������
Though Paul House’s case of   
wrongful conviction is more familiar 
to most, there are several other    
Tennessee cases which have proved 
problematic. 

 
Michael McCormick 

On December 5, 2007, Michael 
McCormick became the 125th     
person nationwide to be released 
from death row after a Chattanooga 
jury found him not guilty in a new 
trial. McCormick had already spent 
15 years on Tennessee’s death row. 
This exoneration was the first for 
Tennessee. 

Arthur Copeland 
The case of Arthur Copeland is a 
classic “whodunit” involving many 
actors but no definitive answers.   
Arthur T. “A.C.” Copeland was 
tried, convicted and sentenced for 
the April 1998 murder of Andre 
Jackson in Maryville, TN. Copeland, 
an African-American, was convicted 
by an all-white jury based on the 
testimony of a witness who changed 
her original statement to police and 
by another witness who was a known 
drug abuser. The court did not allow 
the jury to hear critical testimony 
from a national expert concerning 
the unreliability of eyewitness     

identification. The lower court's    
exclusion of this key testimony was 
crucial in the Tennessee Supreme 
Court's decision issued in May 2007 
which reversed both Copeland's   
sentence and conviction. Copeland’s 
new trial is currently scheduled for 
March 2009. 

 
Richard Taylor 

Suffering from severe mental illness 
and first sentenced to death in 1984, 
Taylor had his conviction and death 
sentence reversed by a Tennessee 
appeals court in March and instead 
was sentenced to life imprisonment. 
Richard Taylor, twice forced to stand 
trial despite his severe mental illness, 
agreed to the sentence in exchange 
for pleading guilty to the 1981    
murder of a Tennessee correctional 
officer—a crime committed only 
after prison officials stopped giving    
Taylor his anti-psychotic medication. 

 
Wayne Bates 

Wayne Bates has been an inmate on 
Tennessee's death row for over 22 
years. He recently had his death   
sentence overturned due to        
prosecutorial misconduct during  
arguments and was given a life    
sentence. 

Darrell Wayne Taylor 
Darrell Wayne Taylor's case was 
settled in post-conviction procedures 
on a Middlebrooks claim which 
states that the felony securing the 
underlying conviction cannot also be 
the aggravating factor upon which a 
death sentence is given. Taylor is 
now serving a life sentence. 

 
Gussie Vann 

 Death row inmate Gussie Vann will 
be granted a new trial after a judge 
ruled his defense attorneys didn't do 
enough to fight claims that he raped 
and murdered his 8-year-old     
daughter in 1992. Vann asked for a 
new trial during his last court       
appearance in McMinn County in 
September. During the hearing,    
forensic experts testified there were 
flaws in the state's handling of     
evidence following Vann’s       
daughter’s death, which was       
originally reported as an accidental 
hanging. The experts said there were 
no signs of sexual abuse as originally 
reported in the autopsy prepared by 
former medical examiner Ronald 
Toolsie of Bradley County.       
Prosecutors in the Vann case are 
planning to appeal. 

home for July 4th holiday but was 
struggling to raise the money. On 
July 1, TCASK received a call from 
an anonymous donor who would pay 
for bail. When the paperwork was 
completed, House's release was set 
for July 2. Though he would have to 
wear a monitoring device, he would 
finally be home. 
     On July 9, in an even more      
surprising turn of events, D.A.     
Phillips told an Associated Press    
reporter that if DNA testing on a hair 
found in the victim's hand did not 
match House, he would consider 
dropping the charges. Upon hearing 
this news, Joyce House asked the 

million dollar question, “If the state 
has had this hair all along, why hasn't 
it been tested before now?” 
     The state has possessed this key 
evidence since 1985; yet, when 
House's conviction was called into 
question in the 1990's after DNA 
testing revealed that the evidence on 
the victim's body did not belong to 
House but to her husband, the state 
chose not to examine the other     
evidence. Instead, the state fought to 
keep evidence out of the courts in 
order to maintain the conviction, 
even if the wrong man was on death 
row.                                                  
___Because of the unwavering    

commitment of TCASK supporters 
through the years, the hard work of 
attorney Stephen Kissinger,         
concerned media such as Sarah Kelly 
and the Nashville Scene, courageous 
legislators like Rep. Mike Turner, as 
well as the determination of Joyce 
House, Paul House is home and one 
step closer to exoneration. The power 
that ordinary folks can muster when 
working together is clearly          
demonstrated in this case. Though 
the road has been long and the work 
has been frustrating, freedom for 
Paul House and ultimately, abolition, 
is well worth the struggle. 

Paul House Released...Continued from Page 1 
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The work of TCASK is a team effort. 
The abolition of the death penalty      
requires all of us to be dedicated,       
persistent, and generous in giving of 
our time and resources to make our 
dream of a death penalty free       
Tennessee a reality. Thanks to all of 
you who helped to make this work 
possible in 2007. 
 
Major Donors ($1,000+ per year) 
Patrick Brakefield 
Jenny Case and Pete Gathje 
Barbara Futter 
Dave and Amy Howe 
Peter and Sun Min Kimes 
Melinda Medlin 
Hal and Kay Rector 
Allen Reynolds 
Peggy Rollins 
Amy Sayward 
James Staub, Jr. 
 
Cornerstone Donors ($500-999 per 
year) 
Charles Bailey 
Jan and Ted Donaldson 
Joyce Johnson and Fred Kirchner 
Linda Manning 
Pat Risner 
 
Sustaining Donors ($100-499) 
Will and Leslie Aclin 
Anne and Jim Apple 
Alene Arnold  
Marion Arnold 
Michael August and Nell Levin 
George Barrett 
Rosetta and Neal Beckford 
Susan Brantley 
John and Marion Bradford 
Joe and Annette Calloway  
Daniel Case 
Mark and Laurie Joe Clark 
Priscilla Coe 
Robert Coker 
Barbara Clark 
Laura Lee Dobie 
Robert and Kim Maphis Early 
Pam and Gary Essary 
Doris and Ed Farley 
Becky Fields 
Michael and Melissa Findley 
Harry Fuchs II 
Dixie Gamble and John Jorgenson 
Kenneth and Melinda Letterman 
Elliot and Annie Livingston-Garrett 
Kristi and Larry Goldsmith 
Fabian Gastellier-Hathorn 
Vicki Gibbs 
Terry Horgan and Candy Markman 
James and Heidi Hudnut-Beumler 
Peter Kesser 

Robert Knupp  
Ann Lea 
Nancy Lemieux 
Glenda Lingo 
David Maddox and Maria Browning 
Susan Maguigan 
Tim McDonald 
Jessie McNutt 
Ron McNutt 
Christina Moeckel 
Jennifer Murphy 
Michael Myszka 
Mary Nichols 
Corinne and Arthur Niehuis 
Stephanie and Michael Patton 
Joe and Claudia Porter 
Theresa Puckett 
Stacy Rector 
Bill Redick 
Ann Roberts 
Sally Sayward 
Jackie Shrago 
Bruce Smith 
Diane Stark 
James E. Staub 
Lee Ann Swarm 
Scott Taylor 
Margaret Vandiver 
Bill and Kaki Friskics-Warren 
David and Gayle Watson 
Brenda Weeks 
Wayne and Mildred Whitt 
Melissa Williams 
Marjorie Willingham 
Tom Yates 
Lisa Zhito  
 
Regular Donors ($1-99) 
Burkley Allen 
Evelin Amido 
Bill and Dot Anderson 
Kathy Backlund 
Michelle Baier-Lambert and Ed Lambert 
Scott and Phoebe Bates 
Susan Bell 
Don and Judy Beisswenger 
Gerald and Judith Bettice 
Pam Beziat 
Abe Bonowitz 
Irene Boyd 
Pearle Buchanan 
Thomas Burns 
Elbert Callis 
Ed and Liz Camp 
Craig Canan 
Thomas Cannon 
Billie Canon 
Lisa and David Canon 
Linda Carter 
John C. Cavett, Jr. 
Fred and Barbara Cloud 
Thomas Condon 
Jeff and Linda Crossan 
Anne Curtis 
Mac Davis 
Abe and Kelly Rector Davis 

Doug Dean 
Sita Diehl 
Paul Dixon 
Mary Kay Dobrovolny 
Ellen Donovan 
Daniel and Mary Earheart-Brown 
Andrea Eller 
Cheryl Fisher 
Jack and Shirley Forstman 
Jennifer Fouse 
Daniel Fribourg 
Parker Gates 
Frank and Jami Gattuso 
Jay Geller 
Jay Gilchrist 
Trice Gibbons and Paul Shaw 
Steve and Anne Goodhue 
Bob and Sally Goodrich 
Susan Gordon 
Robert and Yolande Gottfried 
Toni Gwaltney 
Ron and Nancy Hill 
Marion Hollings 
Joyce House 
Bill and Margaret Howell 
Telette Kellar 
James Kelley 
Carole Kenner 
Colby Kritsch 
Dianne and Dennis Klimo 
Mrs. William Knox 
David Kuhlman 
Sandra Kurtz 
Mary Jo Larson 
Kathryn Lea 
Cathie Leimenstoll 
Terry Littmann 
Catherine Long 
Paul Lorczak 
Patricia Lynes-Tway 
Leslie Lytle 
Annie McClure 
LeAnne McComb 
Jodi McCullah 
John and Mary McCullough 
H. Coleman McGinnis 
Tim McDonald 
Ted and Woodley McEachern 
Barbara McGrath 
Beverly McGraw and Patrick Smith 
Eileen Meagher 
Ethel Metcalfe 
Robin Hille Michaels 
April Minkler 
Sean and Moreen Muldoon 
Patrick Murphy 
Larry Nance 
John and Margaret Norris 
Ann Oliver 
Betty Orr 
T. Ray Page 
 

������������	�
���	����	������



 

 � 
���
���� ���� ����� ������ � � ��������� � � �������

Reaching for the Dream:           
In late January, TCASK Executive 
Director Rev. Stacy Rector, Field 
Organizer Isaac Kimes, and board 
member Kathryn Lea traveled to 
San Jose, CA, for the National    
Coalition to Abolish the Death    
Penalty (NCADP) annual           
conference. Stacy Rector led a    
caucus on organizing in the South 
while Isaac Kimes' caucus was on 
youth organizing. Isaac Kimes also        
co-facilitated a workshop on    
grassroots organizing. The          
conference was a powerful          
reminder that Tennessee’s abolition 
movement is only one piece of a 
nationwide movement to end the 
death penalty in the United States.  
 
International Death Penalty   
Abolition Day: 
March 1st marked International 
Death Penalty Abolition Day, and 
for the sixth year in a row TCASK 
members held write-a-thons across 
the state to pen letters to their 
elected officials. Write-a-thons took 
place in coffee shops, restaurants, 
churches, and universities. The    
letters written by TCASK members 
expressed our sentiments on the 
death penalty and our desire to see 
the life of the Committee to Study 

the Administration of the Death 
Penalty extended. Over 250 letters 
were sent to Tennessee legislators 
making this year’s write-a-thon a 
major success.  
 
Speaking Events: 
In February, Shujaa Graham, a man 

who was wrongfully convicted of 
murder and sent to California’s 
death row, spoke at Annesdale 
Cherokee Baptist Church in     
Memphis, TN. The Memphis 

TCASK chapter along with        
Rev. Dwight Montgomery, and 
Johnnie Turner of the Memphis 
NAACP helped to publicize the 
event. Joyce House gave a talk at 
Vanderbilt University about the 
wrongful conviction of her son Paul 
House. Hector Black spoke at the 
University of Tennessee Knoxville. 
Hector is a particularly unique and 
powerful spokesperson for 
TCASK—his daughter was        
murdered, yet he speaks against the 
death penalty. 
 
Film Screenings: 
 In February, the film “Race to   
Execution” was screened at         
University of the South. The film     
focuses on how race affects the 
death penalty and tells the story of 
two death row inmates, Madison 
Hobley of Chicago and Robert 
Tarver of Russell County, Alabama. 
After the film, students, professors, 
and community members engaged 
in discussion about the film and the 
issues it presented. In April,     
Memphis TCASK sponsored a film 
screening and discussion of “At the 
Death House Door” held at      
Christian Brothers University and 
coordinated by TCASK Board 
Member, Rev. Amy Howe.   

Donors Continued... 
Judy Parks 
Lo Presser 
James Rabiola 
Jennifer Raulston 
Robert Rich 
Maurice and Susan Rogalin 
Richard Rouquie 
Donald and Lisa Rung  
Leah Schaefer 
Angela Schaub 
C. Perry and Sue Scruggs 
Phyllis and Ray Sells 
Lori Sharp  
Liz Sodergren 
Johanna Susler 

Brett Swayn 
Betty Thorsen 
Heather Tosteson and Charles Brockett 
Amanda Tucker 
Lindsey Wade 
Lois Wagner 
Evelyn Wahnsiedler 
Francis and Faye Walter 
Ann Warlick 
Marcus Warren 
Jonathan and Lisa Jane Weldon 
Bill and Nancy Williamson 
Pat Wiser and Phil Loney 
Dixie Waggoner 
Deede and Robert Wyatt 
Van West and Mary Hoffschwelle    

Frank and Ann Zingheim 
Jim and Linda Zralek 
 
Supporting Foundations and    
Institutions 
Atticus Trust 
Barrett Bateman Foundation 
Chrysalis Foundation 
Diocese of West Tennessee 
Freedom Forum  
Mosley Family Advised Fund 
Second Presbyterian Church  
Presbytery of  Middle Tennessee  
Wills Foundation 
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Memphis write-a-thon 

Isaac Kimes, Rev. Dwight Montgomery, and 
Shujaa Graham 
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