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About thirty people gathered in Representative Bill Dunn of Knox- Tennessee Association of Criminal
Room 12 of Legislative Plaza on  ville (District 16); attorneys Tom LeeDefense Lawyers (TACDL); District
October 15 as Senator Doug Jacksand Stacey Garrett of Nashville, Attorney General Al Schmutzer Jr. of

of Dickson (District 25) called the Sevierville representing the District
first meeting of the Tennessee Study Attorney Generals Conference; Mark
Committee on the Administration of Stephens, District Public Defender of
the Death Penalty to order. After Knoxville representing the District
spending nearly a year moving this Public Defenders Conference;
legislation through the Tennessee Richard McGee, Nashville attorney
General Assembly, TCASK and our representing the Office of the Post
partners celebrated the opening of Conviction Defender; Bill Redick,

this committee, the first of its kind in Director and representative of the

the South. Tennessee Justice Project; Sita Diehl,

Senator Jackson and Repre-appointed by Governor Bredesen; Director and representative of the
sentative Kent Coleman of MurfreesElizabeth Ryan, Senior Counsel for National Alliance on Mental lliness
boro (District 49) were unanimously the Tennessee Attorney General's Tennessee (NAMI); Charles Strobel,
elected as the co-chairs of the com- Office; Lorna McClusky, a Memphisrepresenting Murder Victims’ Fami-
mittee. Committee membership alsoattorney representing the Tennessedies for Human Rights; and Verna
includes: Senator Dewayne Bunch dBar Association; Isaiah “Skip” Gant,

Cleveland (District 9) and Nashville attorney representing the —see Committee page 5

The U.S. Supreme Court is weighinddarbison after testimony revealed thehloride, stops the heart and may

in on lethal injection and the Tennessee Department of cause extreme pain if a person is not
controversial three-drug protocol  Corrections (TDOC) Committee,  properly anesthetized. Evidence from
used in Tennessee and 35 other  charged with revising the protocols, around the country and in Tennessee
states. The Supreme Court decided tecommended to Commissioner  has demonstrated that some inmates
consider the cases of two Kentucky George Little that the state move to enay not have been properly

inmates who are challenging the  one drug cocktail in order to anesthetized. In Florida, the execu-
constitutionality of the three-drug  eliminate the possibility of pain and tion of Angel Diaz took 34 minutes
protocol as cruel and unusual in suffering. However, Commissioner as the inmate grimaced in pain, only

violation of the 8 Amendment. The Little chose not to change the for officials to later realize that the
Court will likely hear arguments in  protocol. needles had been improperly admin-
January 2008. Under the three-drug cock- istered leaving 12 inch chemical

In September, Tennessee tail, the first drug, sodium thiopentalburns on both arms. In Ohio, one
inmate, E.J. Harbison challenged theerves as anesthesia while the secoexkecution lasted for approximately
constitutionality of the lethal drug, pancuronium bromide two hours, so long that the inmate
injection protocols in Tennessee als@pavulon) is a paralytic rendering anhad to take a bathroom break.
citing the risk of cruel and unusual inmate unable to move or breathe. According to physicians
punishment. District Court Judge Pavulon has been banned for use inconsulted by the TDOC committee,
Aleta Trauger ruled in favor of animals as it masks any signs of if only the first drug, sodium

distress. The final drug, potassium —see Protocols page 6
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October 19-21 marked Amnesty ~ Brookmeade United Church of mobilizing the powerful voice of the
International’s National Weekend ofChrist, Blakemore United Methodistreligious community, encouraging
Faith in Action on the Death PenaltyBelmont United Methodist, Trinity people of faith to unite against
TCASK joined with Amnesty in this Presbyterian, and First Unitarian  violence, oppression, and killing at
annual outreach to local faith com- Universalist of Nashville. In the hands of the state. Through their
munities, partnering with over ten addition, TCASK speakers made a participation, congregations within
area churches. The TCASK Murdempresentation to approximately 75  Nashville united with bodies of
Victims’ Families Speakers Bureau students and faculty at Father Ryanbelievers nation-wide, joined by
gave presentations in several area High School. Many faith communi- their shared moral call to resist
congregations, sharing their stories ties opened their doors and violence and work toward a more
and creating space for dialogue re- welcomed the Speaker’s Bureau intpeaceful and loving community.
garding the morality of the death  their community, while others posted’he weekend served as a powerful

penalty and the role of people of  information in church bulletins, testimony to the significance of
faith within the abolitionist move-  watched documentaries or non-violent action and the integral
ment. Participating congregations engaged in discussion as a role communities of faith play in the
included Second Presbyterian, congregation. movement to abolish the death
Downtown Presbyterian, Glendale The National Weekend of penalty.

Baptist, St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Faith in Action began as a means of

On October 6, high school direction for the organization. Clemmie Greenlee, Nashville Home-
and college students from across the The conference included  less Power Project organizer and
state of Tennessee convened at  three separate workshops focusing emother of a murder victim, and Alex
Middle Tennessee State University some of the major issues of capital Wiesendanger, former TCASK
(MTSU) in Murfreesboro for the"?  punishment. The workshop “Race Associate Director. The third work-

Annual Student Conference on the Matters: How Race Affects the shop titled “Wrongful Convictions:
Death Penalty. Colleges and Death Penalty” was led by Rep. Innocent Lives at Risk” was led by
universities represented at the Joyce House, mother of TN death
conference included: University of row inmate Paul House, and Isaac
Memphis, Rhodes College, MTSU, Kimes, TCASK Field Organizer. The
Tennessee State University, keynote speaker, Vicki Schieber,
Lipscomb University, University of delivered a powerful address about
the South (Sewanee), and the her daughter who was raped and
University of Tennessee Knoxville. murdered while attending the
Young people in the state of Wharton School of Business in

Tennessee are a powerful force and
the conference aimed to harness that
energy, hence the theme of the con-

Philadelphia. Vicki told the story of a
troubled justice system and her
journey to reconciliation and

ference, “Educating and forgiveness.
Empowering.” Larry Turner-Memphis (pictured Overall, the conference was
Lillian Siman, former with Lipscomb University student- a success and its fruits are already

TCASK Student Caucus board memMonique Barron and Larry’s wife, apparent. Recently, TCASK

ber, discussed the importance of  Johnnie Turner, Executive Director launched a Nashville Student
students getting involved with the  of the Memphis NAACP) and Stacy Chapter, and the Student Caucus has
anti-death penalty movement in Rector. During the workshop, Rep. nominated two students to its board.
Tennessee. TCASK elects a high  Turner publicly spoke of the murder The students of Tennessee have a
school and a college student to its of his brother for the first time. The major role to play in abolishing the
board giving students the opportunitworkshop “A Different Voice: Vic- death penalty. TCASK will continue
to be integrally involved with tim’s Family Members Who Opposeto encourage and empower students
TCASK, creating a vision and the Death Penalty” was led by to be a force for change in this state.
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Jackson:

Juan Melendez, 99th
death row exoneree was
Jackson to help launch th
city council moratorium
campaign which is near-
ing completion.

Jackson TCASK had a
candlelight vigil to

witness against the execyf

tion of Daryl Holton at
which Harrell Carter of
the Jackson NAACP
spoke. They also held a
celebration of life event
upon the stay of E.J.
Harbison.

Memphis:

Memphis TCASK held a
fundraising reception
hosted by Amy Howe.
The reception included a
showing ofThe Empty
Chair and a presentation
by Stacy Rector. Memphis
TCASK has been keeping
a close eye on Andrew
Thomas, a TN death row
inmate with a very
troubling case.

In the spirit of Philip
Workman's “Pizza
Resistance” there was a
pizza day at Manna

House, a community
which serves Memphis
homeless led by Peter
Gathje and Jenny Case.

Nashville:

On the eve of Daryl
Holton’s execution,
Nashville TCASK held a
service for all victims of
violence and a vigil at
Riverbend.

TCASK'’s Murder
Victims’ Families
Speakers Bureau spoke
to 8 faith communities in
the Nashville area.
Students in the Nashville
area have organized a
chapter and hosted Brad
MacLean of the
Tennessee Justice Project
at their kickoff meeting.

McKenzie:

The Bethel College Arete
(Social Science Society)
has continued their efforts
to strengthen the abolition
movement in McKenzie.
They recently hosted
Isaac Kimes for a
discussion.

Isaac Kimes also spoke to
three classes at Bethel
University. All were

taught by Stacie Freeman.

Rutherford County:
Rutherford County and
MTSU TCASK hosted the
2nd Annual Student
Conference on the Death
Penalty in October. The
conference was very
successful and attended
by high school and
college students from
across the state including
a sizeable contingent from
MTSU. Leading up the
conference, MTSU hosted
a panel with Juan
Melendez and Celia
McWee.

Sewanee:

The University of the
South (Sewanee) hosted
Ron Keine, death row
exoneree. Leslie Lytle,
TCASK board member,
was integral in the
planning of this event.

Isaac Kimes has been
working closely with
students at Sewanee and
their peace and justice
organization. Sewanee
hosted Isaac for a viewing
of the videoRace to
Executionand a
discussion afterwards.

Knoxville:

The Knoxville TCASK
chapter is preparing to
launch a city council
resolution campaign. The
chapter has found renewed
strength through its new
leaders, Kathryn Lea and
Rev. Marcia Free. The UT
Social Workers program
hosted Isaac Kimes for
talks. Westside Unitarian
Universalist hosted Vicki
Scheiber, a murder vicitms’
family member.

Student Caucus:

The Student Caucus has
named two representatives
to the TCASK board.

Emily Howe will be the
high school student board
member. Emily attends
Hutchison in Memphis.
Jelena Milojevic will be the
college student board
member. Jelena attends the
University of the South in
Sewanee.

The student caucus also
launched the Nashville
Student TCASK chapter,
has held two meetings, and
has an event planned in late
November.



Committee...Continued from Page 1

Wyatt, Executive Director of You  luxury item,” utilized for the purposeguidelines for District Attorneys in

Have the Power. of expressing societal outrage and determining when to seek the death
The first two days of not for deterrence. When asked abopénalty; the economic, racial, and

meetings were full and exceeded thehe public’s support of the death  geographic disparities affecting who

two hour time appropriation. Those penalty in light of all the expensive receives the death penalty; the lack

called to testify included: Jennifer changes which need to be made he of an open file policy on discovery;

Smith of the Attorney General’'s also asserted, “the public’s support the lack of tape recorded confessions;

Office; Bill Ramsey, attorney and for the death penalty in Tennessee iand of course, the issues with the

member of the ABA’s Tennessee a mile wide and an inch deep.” state's lethal injection protocol.

Death Penalty Assessment Team; An even more problematic All of this information was

David Raybin, attorney and author ofssue—the lack of adequate defenseaevealed in only two days of

the Tennessee death penalty statutegounsel for those charged with testimony. TCASK has been

Doug Wright of the State capital crimes—was a recurrent highlighting all of these problems for

Comptroller’'s Office; Debbie Inglis, theme. The legislators were shockedears and commends the committee

General Counsel of the Departmentto learn that almost no inmates on for taking the time to listen to the

of Corrections; and Brad MacLean of ennessee's death row could affordconcerns and to consider the reasons

the Tennessee Justice Project. to hire their own attorneys at the timehy this public policy is so broken.
Some examples of the issuesf their trials. Furthermore, the lack TCASK will continue to follow the

raised for consideration: The of resources, extreme caseloads, anslork of this committee closely as the

Comptroller's office testified that  lack of compensation for defense  members reconvene in the next

there is little accurate data in attorneys are all very serious issuescouple of weeks.

Tennessee to understand the real castdetermining whether or not If you would like to attend

of the death penalty. The Tennessesomeone gets an adequate defenseany of the committee meetings, they
Comptroller attempted a study in ~ Senator Jackson expressed great care open to the public. TCASK will
2004 but acknowledged to the cern about the lack of adequate inform its members of meeting
committee that much of the data  defense and highlighted that the  information through eblasts and
needed to perform a thorough and Governor's commutation of Michael encourages anyone who is available
reliable study was simply unavail- Joe Boyd’s sentence was granted, atio attend to do so as high attendance
able. In other words, Tennessee hakeast in part, because of inadequatedemonstrates the importance this
no idea the amount of money that theepresentation. issue carries for Tennesseans.
death penalty is costing. In his Other issues: the lack of a

testimony, David Raybin stated that true proportionality review in

“the death penalty in Tennessee is alrennessee; the lack of specific

Chattanooga Murfreesboro Sewanee McKenzie

423-877-0999 615-898-2569 931-967-6594 731-352-4254

Tim McDonald Amy Sayward Leslie Lytle Stacie Freeman

twmtenn@aol.com astaples@mtsu.edu sllytle@united.net freemans@bethel-college.edu

Memphis Student Caucus Jackson Cookeville

Pete Gathje 901-715-1580 Jelena Milojevic 901-489-3565 731-217-9640 931-268-9889

pgathje@memphisseminary.edu  jmilojevic@sewanee.edu Cheryl Fisher Hector Black

Amy Howe 901-482-1213 Emily Howe 901-482-1213 cfishyl2@gmail.com hblack1925@fastmail.fm

rhowel@comcast.net ehowe@hutchisonschool.org

Knoxville Nashville Crossville Pulaski

865-705-3129 615-544-7544 931-707-1609 931-424-9945

Marcia Free James Staub, Jr. Joyce House Brenda and Tim Geiger

revmcfree@yahoo.com james@tcask.org johouse@citilink.net tgeiger@intermet.com
Interested in forming a local TCASK chapter?

TCASK chapters carry out public actions, promote ed ucational speaking opportunities, gather moratorium

resolutions, and meet regularly. The state office ¢~ an help you form a new chapter. Call us at (615) 2 56-3906




Protocols...Continued from Page 1  Boyd's Death Sentence Commuted clemency was is that sometimes that
system -- as good as it is -- may just

thiopental was utilized, the inmate fall short of something we would all
would experience a painless death. On Friday, September 14, Governorsee as fair and just,"
Therefore, the committee determine@hil Bredesen commuted the death Boyd's case highlights the
that utilizing a one-drug protocol  sentence of Michael Joe Boyd, now substantial problems concerning the
would involve almost no risk of suf- Mika’'eel Abdullah Abdus-Samad, tolack of adequate representation for
fering and also streamline the entirelife without the possibility of parole. those charged with capital crimes in
process. However, Commissioner Boyd was scheduled to be executedTennessee. The issue of ineffective
Little did not follow the committee’s on October 24, 2007. Though Boyd'sissistance of counsel is one of the
recommendation. death sentence was upheld by the issues the legislative study

Because the Department of Tennessee Supreme Court in 1998 committee on the death penalty is
Corrections determined that it was when they dismissed claims of charged with addressing. TCASK is
not prepared to move forward with ineffective counsel, Bredesen grateful thathe Governor acted with
Harbison’s execution by another  acknowledged in his order that the fairness in acknowledging the
method, the state asked that his execlaims of ineffective counsel during problems with Boyd’s sentence and
cution date be vacated and reset. E.Boyd’s sentencing have never beenaddressing them. However, this case
Harbison is currently scheduled to beomprehensively reviewed. This  is only one among many of the

executed on January 8, 2008. executive commutation marked the problematic cases in Tennessee
Recently, the state appealed Judge first for Governor Bredesen in nearlywhere lack of effective counsel and
Trauger’s ruling in favor of E.J. five years in office. procedural limitations do not allow
Harbison to the 6 Circuit Court of Boyd was convicted in 1988 many defendants to receive a fair
Appeals. No ruling has been made dor the murder of William Price dur- hearing of the facts.

the issue. ing an armed robbery in Memphis.

Though the U.S. Supreme Boyd claimed that he never meant to Harmon Wray Remembered

Court’s decision to review the lethal kill Price but was convicted of felony
injection protocols has stopped a murder and given the death sentence.

number of executions in many states, Memphis lawyer Robert On July 24, 2007, Harmon Wray, a
the future is unsure in Tennessee. Hutton's commutation request for  tireless crusader to end the death
Pervis Payne is currently scheduledBoyd, listed 10 reasons why penalty and one of the founders of
to be executed on December 12. Incommutation was warranted, TCASK, died after a massive stroke.

addition to the scheduled execution including the fact that the assistant Harmon was a champion of prison
of Harbison in January, Paul Reid isdistrict attorney prosecuting the caseeform, and as a teacher and author,

also scheduled for execution on offered Boyd a 35-year prison he educated countless numbers of
January 3. sentence for a guilty plea and still  people concerning the myriad
The debate over the lethal believes a sentence short of problems with the criminal justice

injection protocols is an important execution was appropriate. In post system. As adjunct faculty of

one but ultimately ignores the largerconviction, Boyd's trial lawyer never Vanderbilt Divinity school, Harmon
issues with the death penalty. presented a case for life while created and coordinated a class at
Regardless of the method used to witnesses who were to testify on  Riverbend Maximum Security Insti-
carry out an execution, the state is Boyd's behalf never showed up for tution, comprised of both Vanderbilt
still taking a human life on behalf of court. students and inmates. Most recently,
its citizens. The problems of fairness Although the conviction was he authoredBeyond Prisons: A New
and accuracy remain. The economidwice upheld by the Tennessee Interfaith Paradigm for our Failed
racial, and geographic disparities ar&upreme Court, ho court reviewed Prison SystemThank you, Harmon,
not addressed, and murder victims’ the merits of Boyd's claim of for your work and witness.

families still must endure years of ineffective assistance of counsel

waiting. Until this nation acknowl-  because his post-conviction lawyer

edges the brokenness of the systeminitially failed to raise it on appeal,

and chooses to abolish the death pemhich procedurally barred the issue

alty, the core issue for TCASK will from being raised later.

not concern the facts about how the Bredesen said, "l think you

state chooses to kill people but the give a lot of deference to the judicial

fact that the state kills people at all. system but what | thought the role of



On September 12, 2007 at cluding Daryl Holton's four childrenunderstanding of those with
Riverbend Maximum Security and Holton himself. mental iliness, like Daryl, and the
Institution, | publicly protested a At 9:00 p.m. we arrived at challenges that they face.

state killing for the first time. WhenRiverbend and walked into the While we can never ration-

| arrived, a thick fog was rolling  designated “protesters” area. The alize such acts, we can attempt to
over the small valley where the  vigil started with a stirring prayer bynderstand
prison sat, and | shivered inmy  Rev. Sonnye Dixon. The Reverendhem. Daryl
wool coat. | held my breath at 1:00prayed for the lost lives of the four suffered from
a.m.—the moment that the victims: Kayla, Eric, Brent, and post-traumatic
execution took place—and thoughtSteven Holton and the Holton stress disorder
to myself, how did it come to this? family. When we remembered and was hospi-
The long day began at the Daryl, we remembered there was talized for
TCASK office on September 11, more to Daryl Holton than the fact severe
where we fielded media inquiries. that he was soon to be executed. Wepression.

“What significance does an remembered a man who served this Daryl

electrocution have?” “This man  country as a veteran and who lovedismissed his

wants to be executed, why is his family. counsel and waived his right to ap-
TCASK protesting Daryl Holton’s Later, Naomi Tutu spoke ofpeals.Holton chose his method of
execution?” | had already faced thihe perils of state killing and askedexecution: electrocution, a method
same exact questions from friendsus, “How would you like to be which hadn't been used in Tennes-
and family. This execution, | judged by the worst thing you eversee in over 40 years. At 1:26 a.m. on
explained, represented what did?” Hector Black shared the tragi8eptember 12, 2007, Daryl Holton
TCASK'’s movement, the abolition story of his daughter’'s murder andwas pronounced dead.

movement, stands in opposition tohis work toward reconciliation with The fog cleared away as we

did my best to find the right words:the man who took her life. James left the prison grounds. As | drove
“l cannot accept that we as a socie8taub spoke solemnly about his ovinome, | tried to discern anything
are participating in the mother’s murder, and the killer, whpositive about what | had just ex-
calculated execution of this humanwas never found. Both are murder perienced, and | realized that | had
being, furthermore, one troubled victims’ family members and both been surrounded by amazing people
with mental illness.” oppose the death penalty. Michael—people that stand out (literally)

At Second Presbyterian  Kelsh and Tom Kimmel provided for peace and justice. Together we
Church, Rev. Stacy Rector and Rethe gift of their music to the crowd.will continue to stand, resisting
Jim Kitchens led a service remem-Sita Diehl, executive Director of  violence and seeking a better way.
bering all victims of violence in-  NAMI, spoke about the lack of

As TCASK’s new intern, Wage cam- communities into dialogue with one
I'd like to take a second to introdugeaign on another. | also serve as co-chair of
myself. 1 am a second year Masteianderbilt's the Office of Women’s Concerns at
of Divinity student at Vanderbilt  campus and Vanderbilt and am co-facilitator of
Divinity School. | was born and have also the Economic Empowerment
raised in Florida, earning my interned with Coalition. A summer class at
Bachelors degree in English and Interfaith Riverbend Maximum Security Insti-
Religious Studies from Stetson  Worker tute, valuable time spent in discus-
University before moving to Justice, an sion with Harmon Wray, and a
Nashville. Much of my studies at organization passion for systemic change led me
the divinity school have focused orcommitted to to this internship and | am excited to
issues of social justice; this led mebringing be here, surrounded by such a
to become involved in several localocal faith compassionate, diverse, and caring

issues. | am involved in the Livingand labor community.
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